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Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench 
the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test 
everything, hold fast what is good. Abstain from 
every form of evil.

Now may the God’s of peace himself sanctify 
you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thes 5:16-23

VATICAN: Marking the 
150th anniversary of St. 
Joseph being declared pa-

tron of the Universal Church, Pope 
Francis proclaimed a yearlong cel-
ebration dedicated to the foster fa-
ther of Jesus.

In a Dec 8 apostolic letter, Patris Corde 
(With a father’s heart), the Pope said Chris-
tians can discover in St Joseph, who often 
goes unnoticed, “an intercessor, a support and 
a guide in times of trouble.”

“St Joseph reminds us that those who ap-
pear hidden or in the shadows can play an in-
comparable role in the history of salvation. A 
word of recognition and of gratitude is due to 
them all,” he said.

As Mary’s husband and guardian of the son 
of God, St Joseph turned “his human vocation 
to domestic love into a superhuman oblation 
of himself, his heart and all his abilities, a love 
placed at the service of the Messiah who was 
growing to maturity in his home.”

Despite being troubled at first by Mary’s 
pregnancy, he added, St Joseph was obedi-
ent to God’s will “regardless of the hardship 
involved.”

“In every situation, Joseph declared his 
own ‘fiat,’ like those of Mary at the Annuncia-
tion and Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane,” 
the Pope said. “All this makes it clear that St 
Joseph was called by God to serve the person 
and mission of Jesus directly through the ex-
ercise of his fatherhood and that, in this way, 
he cooperated in the fullness of time in the 

great mystery of salvation and is truly a min-
ister of salvation.”

St Joseph’s unconditional acceptance of 
Mary and his decision to protect her “good 
name, her dignity and her life” also serves as 
an example for men today, the Pope added.

“Today, in our world where psychological, 
verbal and physical violence toward women 
is so evident, Joseph appears as the figure of a 
respectful and sensitive man,” he wrote.

Pope Francis also highlighted St Joseph’s 
“creative courage,” not only in finding a sta-

ble and making it a “welcoming home for the 
son of God (who came) into the world,” but 
also in protecting Christ from the threat posed 
by King Herod.

“The Holy Family had to face concrete 
problems like every other family, like so many 
of our migrant brothers and sisters who, today, 
too, risk their lives to escape misfortune and 
hunger. In this regard, I consider St Joseph the 
special patron of all those forced to leave their 
native lands because of war, hatred, persecu-
tion and poverty,” the Pope said.

“Therefore, those who, following the ex-
ample of St Joseph, will perform a corporal 
or spiritual work of mercy, will also be able 
to obtain the gift of the plenary indulgence,” 
it said.

Indulgences will also be granted to families 
and engaged couples who recite the rosary to-
gether and thus imitate the “same climate of 
communion, love and prayer lived in the Holy 
Family. “

Other acts of devotion include entrusting 
one’s daily activities and prayers for dignified 
employment to St. Joseph, reciting the litany 
or any “legitimately approved” prayer to St. 
Joseph.

During this time of pandemic, the Apostolic 
Penitentiary also decreed that special indul-
gences will be granted to the elderly, the sick 
and all those who “for legitimate reasons are 
prevented from leaving their home” by “recit-
ing an act of piety in honour of St Joseph and 
committed to fulfilling the conditions as soon 
as possible.” Junno Arocho Esteves, CNS

l Turn to Pages 10, 11 and 19 for more

Celebrating 2021 as 
the Year of St Joseph

St. Joseph and the Child Jesus. (Vatican News photo)

MEXICO: With the Basilica of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe closed for her feast to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19, Pope Francis said 
Catholics still can receive a plenary indul-
gence Dec 11 and 12 for their Marian devo-
tion if they fulfill certain conditions.

Mexico City Cardinal Carlos Aguiar 
Retes’ letter announcing the indulgence was 
accompanied by the formal proclamation by 
Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, head of the Apos-
tolic Penitentiary, the Vatican tribunal that 
deals with matters of conscience and with 
indulgences.

To receive an indulgence, a remission of 
the temporal punishment one deserves for 

one’s sins, the following conditions must be 
met. A person must:
l Prepare an altar or place of prayer to 

Our Lady of Guadalupe at home.
l Watch a livestream or televised Mass 

from the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Mexico City Dec 12, “actively partici-
pating … with devotion and with exclusive 
attention to the Eucharist.” It said Masses 
could be accessed at www.youtube.com/user/
BasilicadeGuadalupe at midnight or 12pm 
CST.
l Complete the usual conditions for an 

indulgence by praying for the Pope’s inten-
tions, being in a state of grace after confes-

sion, attending a full Mass and receiving 
Communion. The letter said the last three 
conditions “can be fulfilled when public 
health guidance allow.”

The indulgence would be for anyone in the 
world, but Cardinal Aguiar acknowledged 
that people in the United States and the Phil-
ippines have special devotions to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, whose feast is Dec 12.

In late November, Mexican Church and 
civic officials cancelled public feast celebra-
tions for Mexico’s patroness due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. The celebration normally 
attracts 10 million pilgrims to the basilica, 
the world’s most-visited Marian shrine.

Mexico’s health secretariat reports that the 
country has had more than 100,000 COV-
ID-19 deaths — fourth most of any country 
— and the numbers are increasing.

The Archdiocese of Mexico City organ-
ized a virtual pilgrimage and asked people 
to submit photos with their intentions and 
share images of their home altars and small 
celebrations closer to home.

At the news conference announcing the 
closure, Archbishop Rogelio Cabrera López, 
president of the Mexican Bishops’ Confer-
ence, said, “We already know that the Virgin 
moves to where her sons and daughters are, 
especially those who are grieving.” — CNS

Pope says Catholics can receive plenary indulgence for Guadalupe devotion
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A few years before the public intellectual 
Rustam Sani passed away in 2008, I 
met him in the heart of Kuala Lumpur.

Though he was a towering figure, Rustam, 
the son of the famous independent era nation-
alist Ahmad Boestamam, was modest, good-
humoured and soft-spoken.

While chatting about politics over drinks, he 
mentioned that he was the one who had a hand 
in crafting much of the Vision 2020 speech by 
then-Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
in 1991 – something few are aware of. 

By 2020, we were supposed to be a psy-
chologically liberated, secure and developed 
Malaysian society, a mature democratic soci-
ety. It was to be a fully moral, ethical, liberal 
and progressive society – one that was caring 
and socially just with a fair distribution of the 
nation’s wealth. We would have a dynamic, 
robust and resilient economy too.

These were part of the nine aspirations of 
Vision 2020.

But as we approach the end of 2020, the 
dream appears to have faded. Rustam him-
self, who went on to become a key figure in 
the Reformasi movement from 1998, would 
surely have been disappointed. 

An anniversary passed recently, largely un-
noticed: Dec 6 was the 30th anniversary of the 
passing of independence leader Tunku Abdul 
Rahman. 

At the proclamation of independence on the 
morning of August 31, 1957, Tunku’s voice 
pierced the hushed silence hanging over a 
packed Merdeka Stadium. Invoking the bless-
ings of the Almighty, the country’s first prime 
mininster expressed the hope that this nation 

“shall be forever a sovereign democratic and 
independent State founded upon the princi-
ples of liberty and justice and ever seeking 
the welfare and happiness of its people and 
the maintenance of a just peace among all na-
tions”.

What would Tunku make of where we are 
now?

The year 2020 is also the 50th anniversary 
of the Rukun Negara, the national philosophy. 
The Rukun Negara has five goals that have 
not been publicised much: 
l Achieving a more perfect unity amongst 
the whole of society
l Preserving a democratic way of life
l Creating a just society where the prosper-
ity of the country can be enjoyed together in 
a fair and equitable manner
l Guaranteeing a liberal approach towards 
her rich and varied cultural traditions
l Building a progressive society that will 
make use of science and modern technol-
ogy
How far have we achieved all these goals 

and ambitions?
Worryingly, we appear to have veered sig-

nificantly off course, apparently taking a more 
ethno-religious turn.

We have squandered our rich reserves of oil 
on futile mega-projects and massive corrup-
tion, rent-seeking and the illicit outflows of 
funds, culminating in the biggest global finan-
cial scandal the world has ever seen.

Today, the national debt exposure stands at 
RM1.3 trillion – 87.3 per cent of gross domes-
tic product (GDP).

Malaysian politics, like Malaysian society 
itself, is fragmented, with many political par-
ties and politicians jostling for power.

It seems we could have a new Murphy’s 
Law in our increasingly fragmented land: the 
more political parties, coalitions and defectors 
we have, the fewer principles in politics we 
can see. Or is it the other way around? That 
is, the fewer principles in politics, the more 
parties, coalitions, defectors and selfish politi-
cians we see crawling out of the woodwork?

If this year was the year we saw a whole 
spate of political defectors betraying the vot-
ers’ mandate, next year could be a year of po-
litical party realignments. 

But what do these parties really stand for? 
Whoever seizes control of Parliament and the 
state assemblies, what does it mean for the 
people? Will politicians protect vested politi-
cal, corporate and special interests? 

Or will they really look into the needs of 
the low-income group, whose situation is 
now worse due to the pandemic? Many have 
lost their jobs and are in dire financial straits. 
A hint of this can be seen in the government 
now allowing people to withdraw more of 
their Employees’ Provident Fund retirement 
savings to tide them over these difficult times. 

But it is not all doom and gloom. People 
are now more well informed than ever before. 
The youth are stirring and asserting their own 
voices. 

At the ground level, friendships have been 
forged and mutual goodwill has prevailed, at 
least in the private arena. Though there will 
always be the shrill voices of the racist big-
ots and religious ultras, the real Malaysia we 
know is built on millions of ordinary people’s 
interactions at the ground level – at work, in 
our neighbourhoods and at social events. 

We each have a role to play in nation-build-
ing; we cannot leave it to the politicians alone. 
The pandemic offers us a breathing space to 
ponder over what kind of nation we want and 
how we are going to get there. We trust that 
the Almighty’s blessings on the nation, which 
Tunku invoked at independence, will inspire 
us to move along the path of justice, freedom 
and solidarity. 

And so, as we celebrated World Human 
Rights Day on 10 December, let us re-dedicate 
ourselves to building a mature democratic so-
ciety that is fully moral, ethical, liberal and 
progressive – one that is caring and socially 
just with a fair distribution of the nation’s 
wealth. Minus all the corruption. 

Rustam would have liked that. 

2020 was a year like no 
other for Malaysia

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Negative!  Negative! Negative! “The kids 
are doing this. The seniors are doing that. 

This is what is going on in our world, and it is 
wrong. This is why our country is going to hell 
in a handbag. In addition, Catholics are join-
ing in, or not doing enough about it.” Nega-
tive! Negative! Negative!

 “You really told them, Father. That was a 
great sermon. It’s about time someone said 
that about those people.” And so people are 
entertained at Mass as they hear about other 
people’s failings. The priest’s words are fol-
lowed with applause. “Way to stick it to them, 
Father.”

This is not what the Church should be. The 
direction of negativity is on a mean road, an 
unkind road, a road of arrogance. Where is the 
joy of Jesus Christ in all this negativity? Pope 
Francis tried to change the tone of the preach-
ing in the Church when he issued the apostolic 
exhortation The Joy of the Gospel. The Pope’s 
exhortation took the world by storm. It com-
mitted the Church to reassess its methods and 
goals. It called us to communicate the joy of 
the Gospel to the world. It told us that the main 
concern of the Church must be to bring the joy 
of Jesus Christ to the entire world. 

For too long our Church has been associ-
ated with expounding the same moral topics 
over and over again. Many bishops, priests 
and deacons have reduced the vast richness 
of our faith to our positions on topics such as 
abortion and gay marriage. As a result, instead 
of being encouraged to bring the joy of the 
Gospel to the world, people are confronted, 
even harangued with these topics, sometimes 
as often as once a month.  Sometimes every 
week. How are people to experience and 

communicate the joy of the Gospel when all 
they hear from the pulpit are negatives? Pope 
Francis was not telling us to back down from 
Church teaching. He simply told us to stop 
pounding our positions into the people.

This Sunday is Gaudete Sunday, Rejoice 
Sunday. “Brothers and sisters,” St Paul says 
in the second reading, “Rejoice always. Pray 
without ceasing. In all circumstances give 
thanks, for this is the will of God for you in 
Christ Jesus....May the God of peace make 
you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spir-
it, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will also ac-
complish it.”

Rejoice, this Sunday tells us. The rose vest-
ments remind us that this is a time of great 
expectations. We have every reason to be full 
of joy. Rejoice, Christmas is almost here! Re-
joice, not so much that we have found Christ, 
but that He has found us.

There are times that each of us feels lost.  
There are times that we feel alone. But we are 
not lost. He has found us. We are not alone. He 
is with us. With Jesus in our lives, the crises 
we face become challenges, but not devastat-
ing events. A loved one becomes sick, or even 
dies. We become sick and receive the diag-
nosis that our condition is terminal. A mar-
riage falls apart. A job is lost. A friend is lost. 
Whatever the crisis, we know that the final 
result will be union with God. Jesus is with 
us always, particularly in the worst of times. 
Rejoice in the Lord.

Our beautiful late Holy Father, Pope St John 
Paul II, told the youth of the world to be at-
tuned to the presence of Christ in their inmost 

desires. His words were meant for all of us:
“It is Jesus that you seek when you dream of 

happiness. He is waiting for you when nothing 
else satisfies you. He is the beauty to which 
you are so attracted. It is He who provokes 
you with that thirst for fullness that will not let 
you settle for compromise. It is He that urges 
you to shed the masks of a false life. It is He 
who reads in your hearts your most genuine 
choices, the choices that others try to stifle. It 
is Jesus who stirs up in you the desire to do 
something great with your lives, the will to 
follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves 
to be ground down by mediocrity, the courage 
to commit yourselves humbly and patiently to 
improving yourselves and society, to making 
the world more human and more fraternal.”

Jesus is here. He has found us. Now, the 
whole focus of our lives has changed. With 
Jesus in our lives, we are mature adults, living 
in His Love.  Rejoice in the Lord.

“The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to 
heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and release to the prisoners, to an-
nounce a year of favour from the LORD and a 
day of vindication by our God.”

These words of our first reading, from the 
third section of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
were read by Jesus Himself in the Synagogue 
of Nazareth in what we can call His first ser-
mon. As Christians to the heart of our being, 
we also proclaim these words.  We are anoint-
ed by God. We are baptised. And we are sent. 

We are sent to bring joy to the world. We are 
to bring glad tidings to the poor, news that 
God knows their plight and will care for them 
through His people here on earth, the Church. 
We are to tell the heartbroken that God hears 
their cries. If they are mourning the loss of a 
loved one, they need to hear that the Lord has 
conquered death and that those who have let 
Him into their lives will live with Him forev-
er. If their hearts are broken by events beyond 
their control, the loss of a job, the loss of a mar-
riage, or any series of events that make them 
feel abandoned by the world, alone in society, 
they need to know that Jesus is the Mender of 
Broken Hearts. If they are held captive by oth-
ers, or perhaps by their own addictions, they 
need to know that Jesus provides freedom and 
liberty. They do not have to spend the rest of 
their lives as victims of society. With Jesus 
they can be victors, not victims.

It is up to us to lead people to the victory 
of Jesus Christ. We do this by sharing our joy 
with them. “I rejoice heartily in the LORD, 
in my God is the joy of my soul.” I was lost, 
but now I am found. We were all lost, but He 
found us. His Grace is Amazing.

How can we be anything other than 
positive? Rejoice! — By Msgr Joseph A                            
Pellegrino

3rd Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11;

1 Thessalonanians 5:16-24;
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

 Third Sunday of Advent: Rejoice! We have been found!
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Kuching Archbishop launches Advent Appeal

MJD News Update #20Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

KUCHING: Kuching Archbishop Simon Poh 
has launched an “Advent Appeal” aimed at 
alleviating poverty and suffering and bring-
ing some Christmas hope and joy to commu-
nities in need.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has badly af-
fected our economy, creating a category of 
‘the new poor’. The greatest impact has been 
on the poor, migrants, widows, the elderly, 
women and children, especially in rural com-
munities,” he said.

He added that many breadwinners in urban 
areas have lost their jobs and are unable to 
support their families. The sluggish economy 
has put a strain on many families, and some 

have depleted their emergency funds and life 
savings.

During the season of Advent and Christ-
mas, the Church traditionally organises 
events and projects to collect gifts and dona-
tions for the urban poor and rural families. 
All such projects had to be shelved this year 
because of COVID-19.

“Nevertheless, as in previous years, we 
would like to continue giving these families 
food provisions and a box of facemasks per 
family,” Archbishop Simon Poh said.

Besides these people, there are many mi-
grants in Kuching who are stuck here, unable 
to return to their home countries.

Rural parishes also need financial assis-
tance to pay catechists, sacristans and staff so 
that parishes can continue to serve the needs 
of Catholics. 

“In this holy season of Advent, I would thus 
like to use the same concept of the Lenten 
Appeal by inviting all Catholics and friends 
of goodwill to contribute to our Advent Ap-
peal throughout this month of December 
leading up to Christmas,” he further added.

From Dec 1-24, 2020, those wishing to 
contribute to the Advent Appeal Fund can do 
the following:
l Donate to Archdiocesan E-Collections 
during Sunday live-streamed Masses.

l Use Sarawak Pay QR Code or Bank-in 
to Hong Leong Bank Account.
l Send their donation directly to Catholic 
Welfare Services Sarawak.
In wishing all Catholics and friends an 

“Advent and Christmas filled with God’s 
Love, Mercy, Hope, Joy and Peace,” Arch-
bishop Simon Poh said: “May this year 2020 
which has been under the shadow of COV-
ID-19 be brightened with Advent hope and 
joy (cf. Isaiah 9:2), and may all be blessed 
with Christmas giving and sharing be-
cause of Emmanuel – our ‘God is with us’ 
(Matthew 1:23).” — By Ivy Chai, Today’s                   
Catholic

Welcome to F12 MJD NEWS UPDATES 
#20 : Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God. 

A Thought for the Week: DON’T DREAM. 
LIVE!
The disciple, wanting to tease the master, 
said with a chuckle, “Here’s a question for 
you. Imagine that you’re sleeping. Imagine 
that you’re dreaming. A big lion is chasing 
you. You try to run away and you see a tiger 
coming in front of you. You turn sideways, 
but every side you turn to, you find a fero-
cious animal coming after you. How can you 
escape?”

And the master, with a twinkle in his eye, 
and confidence in his voice, said, “Wake up!” 

This is definitely worth considering. It is 
better to wake up rather than keep speculat-
ing on the many ‘what ifs’. By waking up, 
one enters a whole new world of reality, dif-
ferent from that of the dream world. What 
was a huge problem in the dream state be-
comes a non-issue in the waking state.
Thach Nhat Thanh said, “Many people are 
alive but don’t touch the miracle of being 
alive.”    
Henry David Thoreau said, “We must learn 
to reawaken and keep ourselves awake, not 
by mechanical aids, but by an infinite expec-
tation of the dawn, which does not forsake us 
even in our soundest sleep.” 
Don’t dream! Wake up! Live!

VATICAN: The Vatican’s Congregation for 
Catholic Education issued three new instruc-
tions on ecclesiastical institutions of higher 
education. 

The Congregation issued the new norms 
concerning the affiliation, aggregation, and in-
corporation of such institutions Dec 9, in Ital-
ian, French, Spanish and Polish.

Archbishop Vincenzo Zani, the congre-
gation’s secretary, said that the instructions 
sought to strengthen the worldwide network 
of ecclesiastical institutions. 

The instructions state that ecclesiastical in-
stitutions of higher education must apply to the 
Congregation when seeking a change regard-
ing affiliation, aggregation or incorporation. 
The Congregation will then issue a decree ap-
proving the change ad quinquennium experi-
menti gratia (for a five-year trial period).

After five years, the Congregation may 
then either revoke the initial decree or issue a 
new ad aliud quinquennium (for a further five 
years.)

The new norms will apply from the first 
day of the 2021-2022 academic year or of the 

2022 academic year, depending on the local 
academic calendar.

Zani said that there are more than 500 ec-
clesiastical institutions worldwide. Of these, 
120 are ecclesiastical faculties of theology, 
philosophy, canon law or other subjects, while 
there are around 400 affiliated, aggregated and 
incorporated institutes.

The archbishop explained that ecclesiastical 
faculties have three cycles of studies. The first 
ends with a baccalaureate degree, the second 
with a licentiate degree, and the third with a 
doctoral degree.

Affiliated institutes can only issue a bacca-
laureate degree. Aggregated institutes can of-
fer both baccalaureate and licentiate degrees. 
Incorporated institutes — which Zani said are 
“very few and specialised” — provide only li-
centiate and doctoral degrees.

“These institutions are under the responsi-
bility of the faculties, but having renewed the 
whole system of studies, we are gradually ap-
proving the rules also for the institutions that 
are connected with the faculties,” he said.

The new instructions follow the 2018 apos-

tolic constitution Veritatis gaudium, in which 
Pope Francis called for the “renewal of the 
system of ecclesiastical studies.” 

Zani said that the instructions aimed to pro-
mote a missionary spirit among ecclesiastical 
higher education institutions.

“Keep in mind that, for example, the Pon-
tifical Urbaniana University, which is one 
among a number of Roman pontifical univer-
sities, has 110 affiliated institutes in Africa and 
Asia,” he said. 

“This presents an extraordinary opportunity 
for working and networking together, also in 
collaboration with the Congregation for the 
Evangelisation of Peoples.” 

“In this way, and together with these insti-
tutions, we hope to follow, to respond to the 
challenges of today in order to ensure that the 
system of ecclesiastical studies is not self-ref-
erential, but follows the thrust of the Church 
which is the new evangelisation and mission-
ary outreach.” — CNA

Vatican congregation issues new norms for ecclesiastical 
institutions of higher education

The Pontifical Urbaniana University in Rome has 110 affiliated institutes in Africa and Asia. (CNA 
photo/Bohumil Petrik)

2.0 Announcements for this week:
2.1 A big thank you to the generous donors of 
the Malacca Johore Diocese. We were able to 
send RM100,000 to the victims of the Philip-
pines, Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia affect-
ed by the Typhoon Vamco. Thank you again 
for your generosity.
2.2 Later today is the second Advent Holy 
Hour for the suffering and our solidarity with 
them. Join the MJD communion  in  prayer 
and fast at 8.00pm. It is your  hour with the 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for His peo-
ple.
2.3 The first-ever Virtual Chritmas Charity 
Concert 2020, a joint project of the Caritas-
MJD and Catholics GoLive will livestream 
on Dec 12 from 8.00pm-10.00pm. It is a pro-
gramme filled with carolling, sharing the real 
message of Christmas. The proceeds will go 
to three beneficiaries ie the Homeless Project 
of the SSVP of CIC, JB; the Montfort Youth 
Centre, Melaka and the Care Haven’s new 
orphanage at Kota Tinggi. Share the Joy of 
Christmas with the bringers of joy.
2.4 What is ahead Malaysians? Is the coun-
try losing its credibility? Recently the TI-M’s 
survey, the Global Corruption Barometer, 
showed three national institutions that Ma-
laysians do not trust. They are the Parliament, 
the police and the government officials. Now 
the Fitch Ratings has revised its outlook on 
Malaysia’s long-term foreign currency Issuer 

Default Rating (IDR) to negative from stable 
because of deterioration in governance and 
political stability.
2.5 MJD’s Pastoral Focus 2021: “Strength-
ening the Body of Christ by Giving Hope” is 
the thrust. 

a) For all parishes and ministries, let this 
be a time to consolidate, collaborate and 
contextualise our leaders, ministers and 
people.
b) Continue balancing between what we 
are becoming ie a digital church and 
house church, away from the conven-
tional church. The call is to downsize the 
BECs, create smaller units,  work smart, 
spend less, and delegate the empowered 
lay faithful. 
c) Time for parishes to equip the leader-
ship with spirituality and skills on con-
ducting Appreciative Inquiry Approach 
for Parish Evaluation and Planning, Lis-
tening to the Voices from the Ground, 
conducting PPAs, and training the PPCs, 
PATs and PFCs to be prophetic and mis-
sionary, not bureaucrats. 

2.6 Diocesan Approved Projects for the Fu-
ture 
The new buildings of St Theresa Masai 
(RM5.2mil), will take off in March 2021, and 
Holy Family, Ulu Tiram (RM8.0mil), takes 
off in June 2021. Plans for the all-new Gel-

ang Patah parish is coming soon. They need 
your help. Be generous to make their dreams 
come true.

3.0 This Week’s Questions & Queries
First Discernment Model for Decision-mak-
ing.
THE FOUR MOVEMENTS: Stephen 
Parker 

a) Begin with the TIME for attending to 
the intuitive and affective dimensions: 
note the feelings, the signs of peace and 
consolation. But test them.
b) Followed by the TIME for experienc-
ing the Spirit leading. Share in the com-
munity.
c) Continue with the TIME for enriched 
experience from multiple perspectives. 
Listen to the positive and negative expe-
riences and the other voices.
d) End with the TIME for evaluating the 
Spirit leading experiences. Need for pe-
riodic reviews knowing man’s fallibility.
(Watch out next week for the Second 
Discernment Model: three View Divine 
Guidance)

Bishop Bernard Paul
November 11, 2020

Click here to watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6OGnGgm7BE
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Penang parishes engage 
and reach out for Advent

PENANG: It was a quiet feastday 
celebration for the Church of St 
Francis Xavier (City Parish), yet it 
did not deter hundreds of parishion-
ers who participated virtually.

The Mass was streamed via Fa-
cebook and YouTube on the actual 
feast, December 3; with Fr Stanley 
Antoni being the main celebrant 
and parish priest Msgr Aloysius Tan 
concelebrating.

“Where are our vows going?” 
This was the question posed by Fr 
Stanley in his homily whilst remind-
ing the faithful to stay true to their 
promises and embrace a life of in-
tegrity.

“The mission of St Francis Xavier 
and his zeal confirms that his life 
was penetrated by the Gospel; this 

same Gospel formed him and it can 
change our lives too,” he said.

Fr Stanley shared that as the Gos-
pel moved the apostles and sent 
them forth to bring joy and healing 
to others, we too as baptised Catho-
lics can become missionaries like 
them.

“The Word of God should inspire 

and move us to prophesise and con-
stantly seek the truth, like St Paul in 
the reading today who was joyful in 
letting go and proclaiming the Gos-
pel,” he said.

He then introduced the three evan-
gelical counsels of the Christian 
faith – obedience, chastity and pov-
erty – which form the basis of our 

vows and promises to God.
Fr Stanley said that obedience 

towards God is also aimed at truth, 
as “truth liberates and fortifies unity 
which will bring joy to them.”

“It is vital to have this counsel of 
obedience and obey truth because 
we can be easily divided and en-
slaved by fake news, manipulative 
advertisements and propaganda,” he 
said.

Fr Stanley also remarked that 
chastity comes in experiencing Je-
sus as love, so as to discern and heal 
all forms of reduction of love and 
to know the meaning of love more 
deeply.

“A holistic understanding of 
chaste living will help us to grow in 
understanding and appreciation of 

sex; our families becoming schools 
of love and healing of courtships,” 
he said.

Fr Stanley shared that the counsel 
of poverty is having a strong belief 
in divine providence and the convic-
tion that the Lord will provide for all 
needs.

“Poverty for Catholics is not about 
money; it is the ability to be grateful 
and contented with the essentials of 
life, and narrowing the gap between 
rich and poor by engaging charity,” 
he said.

Fr Stanley then urged all to seek 
truth, love deeply and trust divine 
providence as the primary mission 
of Catholics is to make all mis-
sion works become a reality. — By                   
Aaron Lim

PENANG: Parishes within the Penang state proved that they 
were undaunted despite various limitations and restrictions 
posed by the Movement Control Order and COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Instead, the parishes from the Penang Island Deanery and 
Northern Deanery came out with creative activities to deepen 
the meaning of Advent for their parishioners.

Below are some of the activities from the various parishes:

The project entitled Shar-
ing The Gift 2020 gives pa-
rishioners an opportunity to 
become beacons of joy and 
hope as the faithful await the 
birth of Christ.

The campaign is divid-
ed into several categories; 
namely the Gift of Blessing 
to provide schooling essen-
tials to 100 families, Gift of 
Joy in bringing Christmas 
cheer to the Children’s Ward 
in Penang General Hospital 
and St Joseph’s Home and 
Pot Bless to Bless, which is 
to serve meals to poor fami-
lies and charitable organisa-
tions.

Parishioners of CHS can vol-
unteer towards helping out for 
these projects or contribute fi-
nancially via online banking 
facility or scanning the parish’s 
DuitNow QR code.

Besides this, parishioners 
are also invited to share their 
stories on the journey towards 
Christmas throughout the sea-

son of Advent under the CHS 
Advent-Christmas Story 2020.

Photos together with short 
testimonies from participa-
tion in Sharing The Gift 2020 
campaign are being collected 
to be compiled into a video to 
be shared on the parish’s social 
media (https://www.facebook.
com/CathedralOfTheHoly-
SpiritPenang).

Parishioners of MBSA are en-
couraged to celebrate the joy of 
the season by participating in 
the Joy of Christmas Photogra-
phy Contest from Dec 1 to Dec 
13.

They can submit photos 
which are relevant to Christ-
mas such as Christmas tree, 
crib, wreath or decorations, and 

the photos will be judged by 
their originality and creativity.

The photo which garners the 
most number of engagements 
on the parish Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/
BasilicaofStAnneBM) will 
stand an opportunity to be fea-
tured as a cover photo on Face-
book and YouTube.

Using the hashtag #NBVMAd-
ventFest2020, the parish has 
launched several initiatives to 
commemorate the season of Ad-
vent.

The needy and less privileged 
affected by the pandemic will be 
assisted through the appeal for 
generous contributions via online 
banking.

Social media followers are also 
invited to snap pictures and post 
online with the parish hashtag 
which will comprise the themes 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.

In addition to that, NBVM 
and SCIC will open a Vir-
tual Christmas Marketplace 
(http://nbvmscic.org/christ-
mas-corner/) for vendors 
to sell and promote their 
Christmas products through 
online posters.

Talented musicians are 
also included as they can re-
cord videos of their singing 
together with family mem-
bers or friends through the 
Virtual Christmas Carolling 
project. 

The outreach project entitled 
Give Hope This Christmas 
will assist the Catholic non-
profit Fr Julien Agape Centre, 
to purchase schooling essen-
tials for underprivileged chil-
dren residing in George Town 
and Jelutong as well as offering 
Christmas gift baskets to the 
adoptees of the four St Vincent 
de Paul (SSVP) conferences of 

the parish.
The project will run until Jan 

9, 2021 and well-wishers are 
encouraged to participate by 
contributing via online bank-
ing or scanning the parish’s 
Touch N’ Go e-wallet QR code. 
(https://www.facebook.com/
cityparishpg)

CDM parishioners will experi-
ence The Gift of Giving as they 
pledge and fulfil the wish lists 
of children from Ru Yi Home, 
Peace Children Care Centre and 
Seri Cahaya Home.

The contributions, which will 

be made through BEC leaders 
or the Parish Office, will also be 
used to bring Christmas cheer 
to the migrants and the poor 
living within the parish bound-
ary. (https://www.facebook.com/
cdmsgarapg)

The parish paid tribute to all medical front-
liners in Malaysia during its Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony in appreciation of their 
tireless efforts in battling the pandemic and 
keeping the community safe.

Bishop Sebastian Francis together with 
parish priest Fr Jude Miranda officiated 
the ceremony which was held during the 
parish’s online Feastday Mass on Dec 8. 
— By Aaron Lim

Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit

Minor Basilica of St Anne, Bukit Mertajam

Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary & Sts Chastan and Imbert, Butterworth

City Parish, Penang

Church of Divine Mercy, Sungai Ara Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Pulau Tikus

Staying true to the three evangelical counsels 

Fr Stanley Anthoni celebrates the feast of St Francis Xavier.

https://www.facebook.com/CathedralOfTheHolySpiritPenang
https://www.facebook.com/BasilicaofStAnneBM
http://nbvmscic.org/christmas-corner/
https://www.facebook.com/cdmsgarapg
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Faith is the best tool to help 
children live a fruitful life

KUCHING: A special Christ-
mas audio bible project utilis-
ing the free Bible.is phone app 
was launched via Zoom Nov 
28 by Faith Comes By Hear-
ing Asia. It is an ecumeni-
cal project to promote read-
ing, hearing and viewing the 
Gospel of Matthew from Dec 
1-21, 2020.

The 21-Day Christmas 
Miracle Challenge aims to 
build a daily habit and commitment 
to read and hear the Bible in one’s 
chosen heart language. It is hoped 
that after HEARING the Bible for 
21 days, participants will cultivate a 
hunger for more Gospel readings.

Over 160 delegates from 13 coun-
tries attended the launch, among 
whom were Archbishop Simon Poh 
from the Archdiocese of Kuching 
and Archbishop John Wong from the 
Archdiocese of Kota Kinabalu.

Sarawak has been promoting the 

Bidayuh Bau Bible as a daily audio 
podcast since February 2020. Cur-
rently, there are over 370 people in 
Bau participating in this programme 
of the Gospel of Matthew.

One can also find the English 
Standard Bible, NRSV, Alkitab 
Versi Borneo, Iban and Bidayuh 
Bau bible on the Bible.is app which 
is available for free download from: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/
detailsid=com.faithcomesbyhear-
ing.android.bibleis — By Ivy Chai, 
Today’s Catholic

KUALA LUMPUR: A live broad-
cast by the Archdiocese Family 
Life Commission on Re-institution 
of Family as the Domestic Church 
during COVID-19 pandemic was 
held on Saturday, Dec 5, 2020 at 
10.30am.

The enlightening and timely talk 
was presented by Dr Grace Annam-
mal Gnana Piragasam, Senior Lec-
turer at the Department of Special 
Education, Faculty of Human De-
velopment, Sultan Idris Education 
University (UPSI). Dr Grace stated 
that “Children are a gift and a bless-
ing and they complete a family unit”.

She explained that a child’s de-
velopment is affected by an ecology 
system, from the microsystem; fam-
ily, peers, day-care centres, religious 
institutions to the ecosystem; which 
includes extended family, media, 
friends, social classes, etc. However, 

Dr Grace reiterated how this eco-
system has been interrupted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, intensifying 
parent-child relationship and if not 
addressed properly could negatively 
impact the family institution in the 
long run. 

Some of the effects of this pan-

demic on the family institution in-
cludes strained physical and mental 
health of parents due to job loss, 
challenges in home-schooling, man-
aging many kids; all these can lead 
to stress for parents and possible 
child abuse and violence towards 
children. 

Dr Grace explained “This is 
where faith is needed, to nurture our 
family, which is an institution with 
God at the centre. Parents are the 
best resource to bridge the gap be-
tween God and children.” She said 
that “Parents need to observe and 
understand their own children, their 

likes and dislikes and personal chal-
lenges they face in learning, and to 
educate their children on their feel-
ings and ways to deal with their own 
emotions.”

Dr Grace continuously stressed 
that faith is the best tool to help our 
children to live a fruitful life. She 
explained about the various aspects 
involved in nurturing our family 
through faith; such as connecting 
our faith to daily life experiences, 
providing moral guidance, being 
involved in child’s online catechism 
classes and leading by example in all 
aspects of our daily life.

Dr Grace emphasised that “Faith 
needs to be put into action, for chil-
dren to be able to relate to it on a 
personal level. If we don’t teach 
our children to follow Christ, the 
world will teach them not to.” — By 
Jaclyn Sharmelee 

Twenty-one day challenge 
to hear the Bible

Children pray the Rosary for Cardinal Soter’s memorial

“We felt happy, honoured, excited, 
nervous and at the same time 

blessed to pray with the other children 
for the Cardinal.”  — Children from the 
Church of the Assumption

“It was truly a happy moment be-
cause we came together as one 

family for our beloved Cardinal despite 
the odds. Though not all had the oppor-
tunity to know him in person, knowing 
him through the memory of others…he 
was truly a good shepherd to everyone 
especially the needy.” — Children from 
the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes 

“It was a pleasure to be called to par-
ticipate in the rosary for our Car-

dinal Soter. It is a great example for the 
young ones to come as a family to pray 
for the departed souls together. We were 
nervous as well as excited for it was our 
first time in doing a live recitation, being 

viewed by many people.” — Children 
from the Church of the Holy Redeemer

“It was nice to pray together with 
friends from other parishes for the 

Cardinal and an experience with Arch-
bishop joining us.” — Children from 
the Church of Our Lady of Fatima

“We felt blessed and contented to 
recite this powerful prayer for 

our first Cardinal. We pray that Mother 
Mary will intercede for his soul.” — 
Children from the Church of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus

“We felt nervous but we were 
glad we got to sing the beau-

tiful opening and closing hymn and 
to start the rosary. It was certainly a 
wonderful experience for all of us.” 
— Children from the Church of  the 
Divine Mercy

PENAMPANG: The surprise Ad-
vent carolling at the morning prayer 
of the CAC community Dec 9 cre-
ated a palpable sense of longing for 
Christmas and “family closeness” 
among the aspirants and diocesan 
staff.

Unable to hide his own surprise, 
Archbishop John Wong exclaimed 
“If I am not wrong, this is the first 
time that such a thing has happened 
at CAC,” referring to the first-ever 
open-air carolling.

The communal morning prayer 
has always been conducted in the 
open air facing the small foyer at the 
entrance to the CAC building.

CAC, acronym for Catholic Arch-
diocese Centre, is the premises of the 
Archbishop’s office located in the 
district of Penampang. With him are 
his supporting administrative staff 
and pastoral support staff from the 
various Commissions. It also houses 
the Formation House of the aspir-
ants, under the care of the rector.

The Archbishop ventured to com-
ment that the innovative gesture was 
perhaps the outcome of the COV-

ID-19 pandemic which discourages 
carolling in the normal way this year.

Kathy Ah Ting, diocesan staff, 
confirmed that the social committee 
came up with this creative and inno-
vative idea of singing carols with the 
aspirants, within SOP restrictions, 
before they leave CAC this coming 
weekend.

Though the pandemic has wrecked 
the traditional Christmas plans for 
the CAC community, including the 
annual staff Christmas gathering, 
the bright side of it could be seen in 
the unleashing of the creativity and 
innovation within the community in 
finding new norms of celebrating the 
birth of Jesus Christ.

With the news constantly remind-
ing us of the reality we are in now, 
and of our mortality, gestures that 
spring from a desire to bind people 
more together mean a lot, mused an-
other staff.

Meanwhile, the aspirants were 
“happily surprised” by the staff car-
ollers and were appreciative of their 
warm affection for them. Without re-
alising it, the time has come for them 
to leave for their semester break, said 
aspirant Mejoery Simon. Speaking 
on behalf of his batch, he congratu-
lated the staff on the imminent grand 
opening of the new CAC build-
ing next year. — By Agnes Chai,                
Catholic Sabah

Children reciting the rosary for Cardinal Soter Fernandez’s 40th day memorial.

Advent carolling by Archbishop John Wong together with CAC staff and the 
aspirants after the usual morning prayer Dec 9.

Faith and Child Development Care talk by Dr Grace Annammal Ghana Piragasam.

KK Archdiocesan staff have Advent carolling 

KUALA LUMPUR: Arch-
bishop Julian Leow and Fr Ed-
win Peter joined children from 
six parishes of the Archdio-
cese, namely the churches of 
Divine Mercy, Sacred Heart, 
Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Assumption and Our 
Lady of Fatima, who came to 
together to participate in this 
rosary recitation for our Cardi-
nal Soter Fernandez’s 40th day 
memorial.

Thanks to the catechists 
from the six parishes who 
came together to get this virtual 
recitation done. The catechists 
had to seek approval from the 
parents and then organise them 
together for virtual practices 
from their respective homes, 
under the CMCO limitations. 
The children rose to the occa-

sion to pray virtually for the 
Cardinal even though some of 
them did not know him per-
sonally. 

A total of 26 children (13 
boys and 13 girls) between the 
ages 10-12 participated in this 
memorial rosary on 6th of Dec 
2020 that included intentions 
for Advent and Christmas, 
for families and children, for 
vocations and stop to the pan-
demic. Archbishop Leow, in 
concluding the rosary, prayed 
from the prayer card for Car-
dinal Soter Fernandez. He 
thanked the children for the 
rosary prayer and invited all 
families in praying the rosary. 
Fr Edwin in his parting words 
wished the children a happy 
Advent as they count down to-
wards Christmas. 

Below are the responses from the participating parishes: 
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KUALA LUMPUR: The launch-
ing of the Prayer Missionaries 
Group on Dec 3, 2020, the Feast 
of St Francis Xavier, the patron 
of missions and missionaries, is a 
timely one, especially during this 
COVID-19 pandemic, when we 
need a powerhouse of prayer for 
the many people in difficult situa-
tions, for the young people and for 
the mission of the Church.

On this International Day of 
Persons with Different Abilities, 
it was an uplifting experience for 
us as we came together online, in 
an effort initiated by the Pontifi-
cal Mission Societies of the Arch-
diocese of Kuala Lumpur, to recite 
the rosary with Archbishop Julian 
Leow before His Grace celebrated 
the Eucharist with concelebrants 
Frs Gerard Theraviam, Edwin Pe-
ter and Michael Chua who signed 
during the Mass. Thanks too to 
Veronica Cornelius who signed 
the rosary and Matthew Raj who 
compiled the videos.

For those of us who are differ-
ently abled, elderly and often mar-
ginalised in our society, we can 
still make a positive difference as 
missionary disciples to the lost, 

the last, the least and the little by 
praying wherever we are, like St 
Therese of the Child Jesus, the pa-
troness of missions and missionar-
ies, who never left the confines of 
her convent walls but still dedicat-
ed her life to praying for missions. 
We believe that God works su-
pernaturally through our prayers. 
The greatest need of every human 
being is salvation from sin and 
having eternal life with God. We 
need to pray for younger people, 
that they will not lose their faith in 
God but have a sense of selflessly 
helping others through learning 
from the example of the adults in 
their midst. We need to pray for 
Catholics to have a sense of mis-
sion in caring for the elderly, the 
poor and the disabled.

Being missionary means having 
a servant’s heart. With persever-
ance, humility, flexibility/resil-
ience and a passion for the King-
dom, we can still do great things 
for the Kingdom, filled with God’s 
Word and with the glory of God 
being our ultimate motivation. 
The goal of our team is that the 
earth be filled with the knowledge 
of His Glory as the waters cover 

the sea (Habakkuk 2:14). 
I have been wheelchair bound 

for 24 years now, but like the oth-
ers in our group, my condition has 
never hindered me from render-
ing help in various forms to the 
many desperate people seeking 
my prayers, comfort, encourage-
ment and tangible help. I have 
discovered that I can be a limitless 
source of love, hope and prayer, 

with the Lord Himself using me 
as His instrument and guiding me 
towards the sources of aid even 
though I myself am limited in 
my mobility and resources, and I 
know that it is because God walks 
with me and provides.

His will for our lives is that we 
love Him with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength and that we 
love our neighbour as ourselves.

 For us in this Prayer Missionar-
ies group to fulfil our mission ef-
fectively, we need to be unified in 
our understanding of who we are, 
what we do, and how we live and 
work. I praise and thank God for 
the launching of this Prayer Mis-
sionaries Group and I believe the 
Lord will use all of us fruitfully 
according to His plans. — By  
Gladys Fernandez 

Prayer Missionaries group 
launched

PENANG: The poet Samuel Tay-
lor Coleridge describes the Epistle 
to the Ephesians as “The divinest 
composition of man.” Noted New 
Testament scholar, F.F. Bruce calls 
it “the quintessence of Paulinism,” 
while another gives it high praise 
as “The Crown Jewel of the Epis-
tles of Paul.” Another description 
that readers of this Epistle will 
readily agree with is “the distilled 
essence of the Christian faith.” No 
surprise then, that the Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit Parish Formation 
Core Team, in consultation with Fr 
Joachim Robert, the parish priest, 
chose this “prison epistle” as an 
online faith booster programme 
for ‘house-prisoners’ serving the 
pandemic ‘sentence’ during this 
downtime. This programme came 
hot on the heels of our third Alpha 
course which went virtual after 
three in-person sessions.

We held a total of 79 ‘captives 
for Christ’ for eight Saturdays! 
They tuned in from Penang, Ipoh, 
Kuala Lumpur, and Johor Baru 
for Jeff Cavin’s eight-part engag-
ing video sessions on Ephesians: 
Discover Your Inheritance. The 
video sessions were followed up 
by small group discussions led by 
facilitators.  Participants started 
out with home preparation that 
involved reading scripture and 
working on engaging study-appli-
cation type of questions diligently 
prepared by the team, which were 
then shared post video-viewing. 
Those familiar with this epistle 
will agree that it reads like a com-
pendium of our faith – theological, 
spiritual, and liturgical – accessi-

ble and applicable to all, not just 
a particular congregation restricted 
in time. Some participants were 
pleasantly surprised to learn that 
the Pauline salutation in Eph.1:2 is 
actually a priest’s ritual greeting, 
an option (Corinthians, Romans 
… inter alia) in our introductory 
rites for Mass. 

The many significant themes in 
Ephesians highlight Paul’s zeal for 
readers to get to know and claim 
the riches of God’s inheritance in 
and through unity in Christ that 
awaits those who believe, Jew or 
Gentile, lapsed Christians or new 
converts.  With this as his focal 
point, and to get the desired re-
sults, this excellent teacher uses 
what could be termed as input-

throughput-output process to em-
power all to encounter and expe-
rience Christ through His Holy 
Spirit. Like any good teacher, Paul 
both reprimands in love and en-
courages as seen fit, to instil and 
sustain discipline and moral recti-
tude in his readers.

Methodically then, the six chap-
ters are divided into two sections: 
Eph.1-3 cover doctrinal teachings 
about right belief and worship of 
Christ which all ought to know 
(orthodoxy); Eph.4-6 cover and 
encourage right Christian living 
based on the teachings (orthop-
raxy). One notes that orthodoxy 
and orthopraxy become the rig-
orous spiritual praxis that under-
scores all Paul’s epistles to rescue 

those who have fallen short of the 
Christian principles he has taught 
them. Some highlights and teasers 
to pique your interest: read Paul’s 
lyrical and liturgical canticle in 
Eph. 1:3-14 to discover the seven-
fold Trinitarian spiritual blessings. 
This popular canticle has been 
used as the basis for reflection by 
our two previous popes. Read Eph. 
2: 8-10 to learn about God’s Amaz-
ing Saving Grace that has stamped 
us with His identity to live in ho-
liness. Do a self-test on Unity in 
the Body of Christ by counting 
the number “one” in Eph. 4:1-6!  
There’s something for everybody: 
household filial faith and commu-
nitarian faith and spirituality.

Being the passionate and prayer-

ful preacher, philosopher, and poet 
that he is, Paul prays for his read-
ers’ “inner man” to be strengthened 
(Eph3:16) for the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. “Inner man” (Nous in 
Greek) is one’s core - a soulful 
of energies: intellectual, moral, 
emotional, physical, sexual – that 
validates our spiritual knowledge 
when grounded in Christ. Hence, 
Paul sees the importance of em-
powering it “so that we may be 
filled with the fullness of God” 
(v.19). Similarly, he makes read-
ers realise the need “To put on the 
whole armour of God” (Eph.6) to 
fight against the “power of dark-
ness” and to withstand the storms 
of life. Most participants – Zoe 
Yee, Yvonne Kulandaisamy, Juli-
ana Khoo, Teena Lee, Anne Saw, 
Johnson David, Priyanka Phil-
lips, to name a few… were able 
to discern the myriad of Paul’s 
faith-filled messages to “enhance 
spiritual life with divine gifts;” 
“make scripture come alive to be 
set on fire again for the Lord;” 
and “become aware of different 
perspectives of scripture and re-
lated orthopraxy perspectives of 
inviting God into my life.” A non-
Christian, Low Yoke Sum, a post-
Alpha attendee, revealed: “I bene-
fitted a lot from the video sessions 
and group discussions … this first 
Bible study course has encouraged 
me to do a focussed reading of the 
Bible to gain more knowledge.” 
Indeed, this unique “prison epis-
tle” is all about liberating us when 
we choose to walk in His light and 
love – which resonates with the 
call of Advent. — By Lucille Dass

Learning to be zealous for Jesus from Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians

The differently abled, the elderly and Archbishop Julian Leow participate in the rosary recitation.

Participants of the online formation session on Ephesians.



Filipino engineer receives 
special papal award
MANILA: A civil engineer in the 
Philippines has received a prestig-
ious papal award for his philanthrop-
ic efforts in aid of Catholic Church 
projects.

Bishop Roberto Gaa of Novali-
ches conferred the Pontifical Eques-
trian Order of St Sylvester on Noli 
Vitug, known in his diocese for shar-
ing material resources and temporal 
goods with the poor.

“This papal award was given as 
recognition for a lay person’s efforts 
in sharing in the Catholic Church’s 
mission,” Bishop Gaa said at a recent 
Mass in Caloocan City.

The St Sylvester medal symbol-
ised the Catholic Church’s affirma-
tion of the awardee’s service to his 
local church or diocese, he said.

The Order of St Sylvester was for-
mally constituted on Feb 7, 1905, by 

Pope St Pius X in a motu proprio, an 
official edict issued by the pope.

The award is usually bestowed by 
the Pope himself and is given to indi-
viduals for their invaluable contribu-
tions to the Catholic Church.

“For practical reasons, especially 
for those awardees who are not from 
Rome, the nuncio or local bishop has 
the authority to confer the award,” 
Bishop Gaa said.

Vitug, through his construction 
company, has helped parishes in No-
valiches Diocese build churches and 
religious edifices.

When asked what motivated him 
to lend such help, Vitug said he want-
ed his diocese to be a cradle of the 
youth, where young people would be 
attracted to go to church.

“I want to build churches primarily 
because churches are houses of God. 

They are where we keep the blessed 
Sacrament. But they are more than a 
place of worship, they are also places 
where people who worship God 
gather together,” Vitug said.

One of Vitug’s projects was the 
construction of a parish church for 
120,000 churchgoers in Kristong 
Hari Parish in Manila’s Quezon City.

“I want this parish to be a central 
place of worship for young people. I 
wanted to build a beautiful church so 
that the young will be inspired to go 
and receive the sacraments,” Vitug 
said.

Bishop Gaa said that while receiv-
ing the award was a big honour, it 
also served as a reminder that the 
awardee had a “big responsibility.”

“There is a big responsibility that 
comes with it. We become witness-
es, fearless in proclaiming the Gos-

pel truth, in continuing to share the 
goodness of God. The award does 
not end it,” he said.

Vitug’s fellow parishioners and 
churchgoers from Novaliches Dio-
cese said the award was well de-
served.

“This puts our humble diocese on 
the map. We are blessed to have him 
as a parishioner,” said Maricel Cuna 

from Kristong Hari Parish.
He said the award should serve as 

inspiration for churchgoers to donate 
or share their talents and resources to 
the Catholic Church.

“I urge fellow Filipinos to do the 
same. May we all be collaborators in 
building the Kingdom of God here 
on earth.” — Joseph Peter Calleja, 
ucanews.com

Noli Vitug, a civil engineer, receives his papal award from Bishop Roberto 
Gaa of Novaliches on Dec 5. (UCA News photo)

Eastern Churches need permission to start congregations
VATICAN: The Vatican has 
changed regulations making it 
mandatory for Eastern churches to 
seek its approval before establish-
ing new institutions and societies 
of consecrated Religious life.

Pope Francis has modified the 
Code of Canons of the Eastern 
churches, empowering the Apos-
tolic See to be the final authority 
on dioceses establishing religious 
congregations.

The amendments, which be-
came effective on Dec 8, make 
it mandatory for any diocesan 
bishop of the Eastern Church to 
have written permission from the 
Vatican before starting a religious 
congregation.

It comes after Pope Francis 
made similar changes in Latin 
Rite Church laws on Nov 4 this 

year. It meant Latin Rite bishops 
have to seek the Vatican’s writ-
ten permission before establishing 

new religious institutions.
Archbishop Giorgio Demetrio 

Gallaro, secretary for the Congre-
gation for the Oriental Churches, 
said Pope Francis was putting in 
place a similar law for the whole 
Catholic Church.

The archbishop said there had 
been many new forms of conse-
crated life since the Second Vati-
can Council, which at times have 
led to duplications. The changes 
aim to curb these duplications, he 
said.

Pope Francis announced the 
change to the Eastern canon laws 
with an Apostolic Letter issued as 
a motu proprio called Ab initio.

The apostolic letter said the 

Church has always supported vari-
ous forms of consecrated life as a 
“manifestation of the richness of 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.”

Consecrated life started first in 
the Eastern Church, and then in 
the West by the early Christians. 
It has helped the growth of the en-
tire “Body of Christ” in multiple 
ways, hailing the religious orders, 
the Apostolic Letter said.

The Catholic Church has 23 Ori-
ental or Eastern Catholic Church-
es that are autonomous but in full 
communion with the Pope. Two 
of them are based in India — the 
Syro-Malabar Church and Syro-
Malankara Church. — ucanews.
com

Christians in Turkey face suppression, exploitation
ANKARA: Christians in Turkey are 
being systematically suppressed or 
exploited for political gain, warns a 
new report from two human rights 
watch groups, International Christian 
Concern and Middle East Concern.

The report examined challenges 
facing Christians between 2016 and 
2020, finding that Christians in Tur-
key frequently experience suppres-
sion of their legal status as citizens, 
as well as the legal status of their re-
ligious sites and institutions. Further-
more, rather than being granted full 
rights because they are Turkish citi-
zens, their religious and civil rights 
are exploited as international politi-
cal “bargaining chips.”

“The institutionalised use of re-
ligious freedom as a political bar-
gaining chip should prompt caution 
amongst human rights advocates,” 
the report states.

“Another point of caution is the 
cultural perception within Turkey of 
how these issues are discussed with-
in the international community,” the 
report adds.

Christians are a small minority in 
Turkey. They account for roughly 
160,000 citizens, or about 0.2 per 
cent of the total population. A strong 
majority of the country’s population 

— roughly 90 per cent — is Muslim. 
According to the report, the preva-
lent “competing narratives” of Islam 
and Kemalism (a kind of Turkish 
nationalist secularism) in the country 
push Christians and their institutions 
and history to the margins.

“Unless this framework is re-
formed, religious freedom abuses 
will continue regardless of political 
leadership,” the report states. “These 
problems have become more vis-
ible following the 2016 coup at-
tempt against President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan, who responded 
by accelerating the implementation 
of an Islamic-nationalist agenda. 
This agenda appealed to both the 
religious and the Turkish nationalist 
sections of society, but increasingly 
isolated more moderate and demo-
cratic voices.” 

The report identified several key 
areas in which Christians experience 
repression or abuse of their religious 
freedom, including through a strong 
emphasis on the Turkish identity be-
ing an Islamic identity, through the 
suppression of the legal status of 
Christian citizens and their institu-
tions, the neglecting of the place of 
Christians in the country’s heritage 
and even the telling of a revised his-

tory, the intimidation of acts of cul-
tural or ethnic expression of Chris-
tians, and the abuse of Christians for 
international and domestic political 
bargaining power, among others. 

In one example of the use of 
Christians for political bargaining 
power, the report notes that several 
international political leaders have 
called for the reopening of Halki 
Seminary in Istanbul. The semi-
nary was founded in the 1800s by 
the Greek Orthodox Holy Trinity 

Monastery, but closed in 1971 when 
the law prohibited privately owned 
houses of religious education. For 
the past 10 years, Erdoğan has said 
he will reopen the seminary once 
certain concessions are made for the 
ethnic Turks in Thrace, Greece. In 
that time, Greece has opened multi-
ple mosques and increased benefits 
for ethnic Turks, and yet Halki Semi-
nary has yet to be reopened. 

The fair treatment of ethnic Turks 
in Greece is a “laudable” goal, the 

report notes, but when it is tied to the 
conditional fair treatment of Chris-
tian citizens of Turkey, it is exploita-
tion and a failure on the president’s 
part to “uphold the religious liberty 
of Turkish citizens.” Another act of 
disregard for Christians in Turkey 
came this year, the report noted, 
when the Hagia Sophia, a one-time 
cathedral that had been functioning 
as a UNESCO-recognised museum 
and symbol of peaceful coexistence, 
was converted into a mosque in July.

“Throughout this series of events, 
many asked Turkey to respect the 
country’s pluralistic heritage by pro-
tecting the secular nature of Hagia 
Sophia,” the report noted. “Concerns 
were raised about how changing 
the museum status of Hagia Sophia 
could impact its designation as an 
UNESCO World Heritage site. The 
calls were ignored.”

Other important Christian sites in 
the country have been vandalized, 
or neglected and then demolished. 
In the education system in Turkey, 
students are taught to perceive any-
thing that is not Islamic as being anti-
Turkish and a threat. Violent aggres-
sion against these perceived threats 
is not punished, and in some cases is 
celebrated, the report noted. — CNA
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Syro-Malabar Major Archbishop Cardinal George Alencherry (centre) preparing 
for Mass during his visit to eastern Kolakalat city in 2019. (UCA News photo)

Hagia Sophia, which was inaugurated as a mosque July 24. (CNA photo/
Daniel Ibanez)
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VATICAN: Christmas at the Vati-
can will be a little different this 
year — and in keeping with the 
times, Pope Francis has eschewed 
a traditional gift for something a 
bit more practical.

Rather than a bottle of spar-
kling wine and the traditional 
Italian holiday cake panettone, 
the Pope’s Christmas present to 
Vatican employees is over-the-
counter flu medicine, according 
to Italian media.

Pope Francis is giving each of 
his nearly 4,000 employees five 
boxes of Vicks day and night flu 
medicine with acetaminophen.

It is thought that the idea for the 
useful winter gift was suggested 
by the man responsible for distrib-
uting the Pope’s alms, Cardinal 

Konrad Krajewski, who is known 
for his hands-on approach to help-
ing Rome’s poor and homeless.

The custom Christmas gift is 
being distributed as the Vatican 
faces more financial losses with 
a new closure of the Vatican Mu-
seums, the city state’s largest in-
come stream.

Since Nov 3, the Italian govern-
ment has decreed that all muse-
ums in the country will be closed 
to the public at least until Jan 15, 
2021, as one of the measures to 
curb the spread of the coronavi-
rus. 

The Vatican has had a number of 
COVID-19 cases among employ-
ees and residents. Since March, 
at least 13 people connected to 
the city state had tested positive 

for the coronavirus, mostly in the 
spring.

Eleven members of the Swiss 
Guards contracted the virus in 
October. The Vatican press office 
has not said if there are currently 
any active cases.

Last week, Pope Francis’ char-
ity brought free flu vaccines and 
coronavirus tests to homeless 
people living in a town outside 
Rome.

The Vatican ambulance carried 
the medical supplies to the small 
seaside town of Torvaianica, and 
health staff from the papal char-
ity office administered the flu 
shots and COVID-19 tests to 35 
people in a courtyard outside 
the local parish. — By Hannah                       
Brockhaus, CNA

Pope gives Vatican employees 
flu medicine for Christmas

PARIS: The Catholic Church in 
France estimates that it lost more 
than $100 million due to the coun-
try’s two coronavirus lockdowns this 
year.

“With the two lockdowns in the 
spring and fall, and consequently the 
impossibility for Catholics to attend 
Mass, nearly 90 million euros could 
not be collected locally in the dio-
ceses across the country,” the French 
Bishops’ Conference announced in a 
statement Dec 9.

Collections taken up during the 
Mass, together with offerings made 
for weddings, baptisms and funerals, 
make up 53 per cent of the Church’s 
resources, according to the bishops.

The suspension of public Masses 
for multiple months this year there-
fore led to a drop in parish resources 
of 30-40 per cent.

In response, the French bishops 
are organising a fundraising drive 
beginning in mid-December, which 
will allow Catholics to tithe and 
make donations by texting “Merci” 
(thank you in French) to 92377.

“The Church, which survives only 
on donations, says ‘merci’ to all 
those who are mobilising to allow 
it to bounce back after the shock of 
lockdown,” the bishops wrote.

Bishop Denis Moutel, president of 
the Bishops’ Council for economic 
affairs, underlined that parishes 
needed the support of Catholics.

“For weeks and even months, we 
were unable to come together on 
Sunday for Mass and we suffered 
for it. And our parishes have been 
deprived of a lot of their resources: 
between -30 per cent and -40 per 
cent for this year 2020,” Moutel said.

“This financial support is essen-
tial so that the parishes continue to 
announce the Good News: to speak 
about God in this trying time, to see 
the sick and the most vulnerable, to 
reunite children and young people 
for catechesis.” 

Travel restrictions due to the pan-
demic have also hit the finances of 
Catholic pilgrimage sites this year. 

The Sanctuary of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, which typically receives 
three million international pilgrims 
and visitors each year, has struggled 
financially after all pilgrimages were 
cancelled during France’s first lock-
down.

Msgr Olivier Ribadeau Dumas, 
rector of the Sanctuary of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, launched an appeal upon 
the shrine’s reopening this summer, 
at a time when the sanctuary faced a 
forecasted loss of $9 million and was 
struggling to preserve the jobs of its 
320 employees, who had already 
shortened their hours.

“For 162 years, Lourdes has been 
a place of friendship centred on the 
poor and sick, an unparalleled school 
of life, service and prayer. It is a spir-
itual jewel that never ceases to give 
meaning and hope to our lives,” Du-
mas said.

“The resources of the sanctuary 

are reliant on the pilgrims who visit 
the site. Without them, without their 
offerings and donations, Lourdes 
cannot exist. The sanctuary was hit 
by these economic difficulties just 
after it had returned to financial equi-
librium.” 

A report released by the French 
Bishops’ Conference said that the 
Church in France lost an estimated 
60 million euros during the first 
lockdown in March and April and 
30 million euros in the second lock-
down in November.

It noted that the Church in France 
received government aid of about 
five million euros to help retain 
its 8,000 employees, but that most 
costs, including salaries, had not 
fallen.

“Most dioceses will find them-
selves in deficit and will have to 
draw on their reserves, however 
limited. All dioceses are severely af-
fected, in proportion to the activity of 
their parishes,” the report said. — By 
Courtney Mares, CNA

Pandemic causes up to 40 per cent 
drop in income of French parishes

A man holds a box of Vicks DayQuil and NyQuil acetaminophen pills at 
Walmart in Albuquerque, New Mexico. (CNA photo/Giovanni Nastukov 
via Shutterstock)

Lourdes struggled financially after all pilgrimages were cancelled during 
France’s first lockdown. (CNA photo/Elise Harris)

VATICAN: Pope Francis sought 
the intercession of the first Indig-
enous saint of the Americas as 
COVID-19 continued to devastate 
many Latin American countries.

While greeting Spanish-speak-
ing faithful during his weekly 
general audience Dec 9, the Pope 
marked the feast day of St Juan 
Diego, “whom Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe chose as her envoy.”

The Marian apparitions took 
place in 1531 on Tepeyac hill in 
Mexico, now the site of the Ba-
silica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
which houses St Juan Diego’s 
tilma, the mantle that bears the 
miraculous image of Mary. Prior 
to the pandemic, an estimated 12 
million people visited each year, 
making it Catholicism’s most 
popular Marian shrine.

Pope Francis prayed, “Through 
his intercession, may he present 
to Our Lady the countries of Latin 
America, affected by the pandem-
ic and natural disasters, so that 
she, as a mother, may go out to 
meet her children and cover them 
with her mantle.”

According to a Dec 8 report by 
Bloomberg News, Latin America 
accounts for 30 per cent of the 
deaths related to COVID-19.

In July, the Pan American 
Health Organisation stated that 
the pandemic posed a particularly 
great risk for Indigenous commu-
nities, especially those “living in 
remote settlements or isolated are-
as where access to health services 
is a challenge.”

“Among Indigenous popula-
tions, either living in remote set-
tlements or isolated in urban ar-
eas, some of the risk factors that 
may be associated with higher 
COVID-19 mortality rates in-
clude malnutrition, insufficient 

access or complete lack of access 
to health systems as well as to po-
table water and basic sanitation, 
in addition to the existing high 
burden of parasitic diseases,” the 
organization said.

In a Nov 19 video message to 
participants at a virtual seminar 
about the coronavirus pandemic 
in Latin America, Pope Francis 
called on government leaders 
and authorities to not exploit the 
COVID-19 pandemic as a means 
to discredit political rivals but in-
stead set aside differences to find 
“viable solutions for our people.”

“Discrediting the other only 
succeeds in destroying the possi-
bility of finding agreements that 
help alleviate the effects of the 
pandemic in our communities, 
especially on the most excluded,” 
the pope said. — By Junno Aro-
cho Esteves, CNS

As pandemic devastates 
Latin America, Pope 
prays to St Juan Diego

St Juan Diego
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Vatican approves first-ever 
“ecclesial family of consecrated life”

Council for Inclusive Capitalism launches partnership with Vatican

FRANCE: The Congregation for In-
stitutes of Consecrated Life and So-
cieties of Apostolic Life (CICLSAL) 
has given the Vatican’s first-ever ap-
proval to an “ecclesial family of con-
secrated life” and has put it under the 
supervision of a diocesan bishop.

The Community of the Beatitudes, 
a group founded in France in 1973 
and now present in more than 30 
countries around the world, is made 
up of three branches — consecrated 
brothers (some who are priests or 
deacons); consecrated sisters; and 
lay people (single or married).

It officially received its new status 
on Dec 8 during Mass for the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception at the 
community’s mother house in the 
southwestern French town of Bag-
nac.

Archbishop Robert Le Gall of 
Toulouse, the diocese in which the 
global headquarters are located, 
presided over the celebration and 
presented the Vatican decree to the 
community’s president, Sister Anna-
Katharina Pollmeyer, and the leaders 
of its three branches.

The Community of the Beatitudes 
was refounded in 2011 with the help 
of Archbishop Le Gall and currently 
claims 763 members living in 50 

houses around the globe.
There are 308 members in the lay 

branch, 275 consecrated sisters and 
180 consecrated brothers, of whom 
89 are ordained presbyters.

A ten-year discernment process
According to a statement released by 
the community, this unique structure 
of an ecclesial family of consecrated 
life was first mapped out in 2009 af-
ter “a process of discernment in dia-
logue” with CICLSAL.

That Vatican office approved the 
community’s new statutes in 2011 
and Archbishop Le Gall established 
it as a “public association of the 

faithful of diocesan right with a view 
to becoming an ecclesial family of 
consecrated life”.

“This recognition as an ecclesial 
family of consecrated life is a great 
joy for us,” said Sr Anna-Katharina.

“It is the culmination of ten years 
of work with Dominican Henry 
Donneaud and under the protection 
of Archbishop Le Gall,” she said.

Fr Donneaud was appointed pon-
tifical commissioner of the group in 
2010 to help them reform their com-
munity and restructure its system of 
governance after the founder had 
been found guilty of sexual and psy-
chological abuses of some members.

“We fully recognise our errors of 
the past, linked in part to a lack of 
ecclesial maturity,” said Sr Anna-
Katharina.

“For ten years, we have done eve-
rything with Bro Henry to follow 
what the Church asked of us,” she 
continued.

The president said the community 
has put a great emphasis on training 
its leaders, setting up sessions “or-
ganised with moral theologians for 
all the heads of the house and the 
government in general” so as not to 
repeat these errors in governance.

The new statutes should also 
make it possible to better distinguish 
between the temporal and spiritual 
powers of the different house lead-
ers, who are obliged to consult each 
other more often.

A novelty in the Church
“Rome was well aware of our 
collaboration and last October 
CICLSAL recognized this great 
novelty,” Sr Anna-Katharina said.

In fact, this appears to be the first 
time that this Vatican office has 
erected an institute of consecrated 
life under this new status.

Up till now, Canon Law has not 
allowed for the diversity of conse-

crated persons (male and female) 
and the diversity of states of life 
(consecrated and lay, married and 
single) to be in the same institute.

“But it cannot be said that this is a 
new form of consecrated life,” said 
the Community of the Beatitudes’ 
president.

“We are like all other consecrat-
ed persons in the Church, with the 
same vows (chastity, poverty, obe-
dience), the same rules of Canon 
Law and the same stages of forma-
tion,” she noted.

“But what’s new is that we can 
live and follow these together as 
consecrated men and women, along 
with lay associates, in a very close 
way,” she pointed out.

While the Community of the Be-
atitudes is now just an institute of 
diocesan right, it should become an 
institute of pontifical right within a 
few years.

 “That would be logical,” said Sr 
Anna-Katharina, “because we are 
an international community with 
a presence in more than 30 coun-
tries,”

“But,” she added, “no date has 
been set for that.” — By Claire 
Lesegretain, LCI (https://interna-
tional.la-croix.com/)

VATICAN: The Council for Inclu-
sive Capitalism launched a partner-
ship with the Vatican on Tuesday, 
saying that it would be “under the 
moral guidance” of Pope Francis. 

The council consists of global 
companies and organisations which 
share a mission to “harness the pri-
vate sector to create a more inclusive, 
sustainable and trusted economic 
system,” according to its website.

Members include the Ford Foun-
dation, Johnson & Johnson, Master-
card, Bank of America, the Rock-
efeller Foundation, and Merck.  

According to a press release from 
the council, the partnership with 
the Vatican “signifies the urgency 
of joining moral and market im-
peratives to reform capitalism into 
a powerful force for the good of hu-
manity.”

Pope Francis met with members 
of the organisation at the Vatican last 

year. With the new partnership, the 
27 leading members, called “guard-
ians,” will continue to meet annually 
with Pope Francis and Cardinal Pe-
ter Turkson, prefect of the Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human De-
velopment.

Francis encouraged the council 
last year to renew existing economic 
models to be fair, trustworthy, and 
capable of extending opportunities 
to all.

“An inclusive capitalism that 
leaves no one behind, that discards 
none of our brothers or sisters, is a 
noble aspiration,” Pope Francis said 
Nov. 11, 2019.

Members of the Council for In-
clusive Capitalism make public 
commitments to “advance inclusive 
capitalism” in their own companies 
and outside them, through grants 
promoting various issues, including 
environmental sustainability and 

gender equality.
The Vatican partnership puts the 

group “under the moral guidance” of 
Pope Francis and Cardinal Turkson, 
a press release states.

Lynn Forester de Rothschild, 
founder of the council and managing 
partner of Inclusive Capital Partners, 
said “capitalism has created enor-
mous global prosperity, but it has 
also left too many people behind, led 
to degradation of our planet, and is 
not widely trusted in society.” 

“This Council will follow the 
warning from Pope Francis to listen 
to ‘the cry of the earth and the cry 
of the poor’ and answer society’s 
demands for a more equitable and 
sustainable model of growth.”

On its website, the council sets 
out the “guiding principles” for its 
activities.

“We consider that Inclusive 
Capitalism is fundamentally about 

creating long-term value for all 
stakeholders – businesses, inves-
tors, employees, customers, govern-
ments, communities, and the plan-
et,” it states.

To do this, it continues, members 
are “guided by an approach” that 
provides “equality of opportunity for 
all people ... equitable outcomes for 
those who have the same opportuni-
ties and seize them in the same way; 
fairness across generations so that 
one generation does not overburden 
the planet or realise near-term ben-
efits that incur long-term costs at the 
cost of future generations; and fair-
ness to those in society whose cir-
cumstances prevent them from full 
participation in the economy.”

The Pope warned the business 
leaders last year that “an economic 
system detached from ethical con-
cerns” leads to a “throw away” cul-
ture of consumption and waste.

“When we recognise the moral di-
mension of economic life, which is 
one of the many aspects of Catholic 
social doctrine that must be integral-
ly respected, we are able to act with 
fraternal charity, desiring, seeking 
and protecting the good of others 
and their integral development,” he 
explained.

“As my predecessor St Paul VI 
reminded us, authentic development 
cannot be restricted to economic 
growth alone, but must foster the 
growth of each person and of the 
whole person,” Francis said. “This 
means more than balancing budgets, 
improving infrastructures or offering 
a wider variety of consumer goods.”

“What is needed is a fundamental 
renewal of hearts and minds so that 
the human person may always be 
placed at the centre of social, cultural 
and economic life.” — By Hannah 
Brockhaus, CNA

The Community of the Beatitudes was erected as an “ecclesial family of 
consecrated life of diocesan right” on Dec 8. (LCI photo/Corinne Simon) 

MUMBAI: The Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) will begin 
work to restore the Mastrillian Cas-
ket, which contains the relics of St 
Francis Xavier, starting Dec 10, said 
Fr Patricio Fernandes, SJ, Rector of 
the Basilica of Bom Jesus in Goa. 
The Basilica will thus be closed for 
visitors.

The silver casket containing the 
relics of St Francis Xavier was 
brought in procession from St Paul’s 
College Feb 19, 1624 to the Basilica 
of Bom Jesus two years after he was 
declared saint and patron of Goa.

Fr Marcello Mastrilli, who mirac-
ulously revived from death through 

the intercession of St Francis Xavier, 
came to Goa in December 1635 on 
his way to Japan. Upon seeing the 
silver casket, he ordered a new silver 
covering for the coffin, which was 
completed by Dec 2, 1637, in time 
for the saint’s feastday.

The Mausoleum was placed in 
St Francis Xavier Chapel on Nov 
8, 1698 and the Mastrillian Casket 
was placed on top of it. Because of 
the special attraction that year, thou-
sands of pilgrims flocked to the feast 
on 3 December 1698. Since then, 
nothing much is documented about 
the conservation or restoration of the 
Mastrillian Casket.

Thanks to the efforts and initia-
tives of Fr Fernandes, a process to 
protect the monuments was initiated 
by his friend’s Italian connection 
through Guala Closures. A team of 
three specialists from the Opificio 
delle Pietre Dure e Laboratori di 
Restauro of Florence were brought 
in. They studied the artefacts from 
May 27 through June 3, 2018. They 
said that the casket should be attend-
ed to as a top priority or it would fall 
apart within the next 10 years.

With a mandate from ASI Dehra-
dun, the ASI Chemical Branch from 
Aurangabad, who are specialists in 
conservation, took the initiative and 

began the work to conserve and re-
store the Mastrillian Casket.

The negotiations began long back, 
ever since ASI Delhi ordered that the 
treatment be done by their special-

ists in India. The work will be done 
at the Basilica itself under strict se-
curity, starting Dec 10. The Basilica 
will thus be closed. — By Nirmala 
Carvalho, AsiaNews

Restoration of the casket with the relics of St Francis Xavier begins in Goa

The casket that holds St. Francis Xavier’s remains. (Asianews photo/ItsGoa)
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If the Abraham Accords brought together the Jews and the 
Muslims this year, Pope Francis, with his proposed visit 

to Iraq, has added the third missing commonality factor to 
the three great Abrahamic religions.

Pope Francis will become the first pontiff to set foot on 
conflict-stricken Iraqi soil and aims by this to show soli-
darity with its persecuted Christian minority and promote 
peace and interreligious harmony in the Middle East.

The Pope, who turns 84 on Dec 17, will begin his his-
toric Iraqi itinerary from March 5 next year, which will take 
him to the city of Ur, the birthplace of Abraham, during 
his four-day stay in the Middle Eastern country, which is 
limping back to normalcy after the US-led war and illegal 
occupation by the Islamic Caliphate (ISIS).

The Pope is embarking on a foreign trip after a 15-month 
hiatus due to COVID-19 restrictions. The Holy See press 
office said the trip “will take into consideration” the “world-
wide health emergency.” In the midst of the pandemic, the 
Pope is taking a calculated risk as he did during his visit to 
war-torn Africa.

Iraq holds the distinction of speaking Aramaic, the lan-
guage spoken by Jesus. His trip will showcase the common-
alities between the three Abrahamic religions – Christian-
ity, Islam, and Judaism – and the importance of inter-faith 
dialogue between those who are at loggerheads in many 
parts of the world, particularly Asia.

In September 2020, Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and 
Bahrain signed the Abraham Accords at the White House in 
the US to normalise ties.

Pope Francis’ visit highlights the plight of the dwindling 
Christians in the country over the last two decades due to 
the atrocities committed by ISIS and the economic fallout 
of the US-led war. Since the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, 
the number of Christians has dwindled from 1.5 million to 
250,000, leaving the ancient community close to extinc-
tion.

Catholics in Iraq owe allegiance to the Chaldean Church, 
which is led by Cardinal Louis Sako, the Patriarch of Bab-
ylon of the Chaldeans. The Pope made him a cardinal in 
2018 which has bought the ordeal of the displaced Chris-
tians to the forefront.

The Iraqi government’s plea to Christians who have fled 
the country to return and help rebuild the nation have fallen 
on deaf ears, as the country is facing a severe economic 
crisis, corruption, and the plight of 1.7 million internally 
displaced people. 

Iraq’s ancient Christian communities – Assyrian, Arme-
nian, Chaldean, and Protestant – were directly targeted by 
ISIS. One of the horrific attacks took place in 2010 when 
terrorists took hostage and eventually killed dozens of 
Christians at the Our Lady of Salvation Church in Baghdad.

As the economic outlook of Iraq is hit hard by the twin 
shocks of the fall in oil prices and the pandemic, displaced 
Christians are reluctant to return to a collapsing economy.

Sectarian violence is another reason which holds Chris-
tians back from returning. Constant fighting among Sunnis, 
Shias and Kurds for supremacy has complicated the politi-
cal debate.

With his proposed visit, the Pope is planning to bring 
dialogue and the promotion of a culture of tolerance to the 
war-ravaged nation.

Though Christians and the Muslim majority in the Mid-
dle East are not at war at present, the latter always looks 
at the Christian minority with suspicion and treats them as 
second-class citizens.

Of course, the papal visit can help dissipate this suspi-
cion and mistreatment of Christians in the Middle East. — 
By Ben Joseph, ucanews.com

Papal trip to Iraq highlights 
the need for dialogue

In a new Apostolic Letter enti-
tled Patris corde (With a Father’s 
Heart), Pope Francis describes St 

Joseph as a beloved father, a tender 
and loving father, an obedient father, 
an accepting father; a father who is 
creatively courageous, a working fa-
ther, a father in the shadows.

The Letter marks the 150th an-
niversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s 
declaration of St Joseph as Patron of 
the Universal Church. To celebrate 
the anniversary, Pope Francis has pro-
claimed a special “Year of St Joseph,” 
beginning on the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception 2020 and ex-
tending to the same feast in 2021.

The Holy Father wrote Patris corde 
against the backdrop of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which, he says, has helped 
us see more clearly the importance 
of “ordinary” people who, though far 
from the limelight, exercise patience 
and offer hope every day. In this, they 
resemble St Joseph, “the man who 
goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and 
hidden presence,” who nonetheless 
played “an incomparable role in the 
history of salvation.”

A beloved, tender, obedient 
father
St Joseph, in fact, “concretely ex-
pressed his fatherhood” by making 
an offering of himself in love, “a love 
placed at the service of the Messiah 
who was growing to maturity in his 
home,” writes Pope Francis, quoting 
his predecessor St Paul VI.

And because of his role at “the cross-
roads between the Old and New Tes-
tament,” St Joseph “has always been 
venerated as a father by the Christian 
people” (PC, 1). In him, “Jesus saw the 
tender love of God,” the one that helps 
us accept our weakness, because “it is 
through” and despite “our fears, our 
frailties, and our weakness” that most 
divine designs are realised. “Only ten-
der love will save us from the snares of 
the accuser,” emphasises the Pontiff, 
and it is by encountering God’s mercy, 
especially in the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation, that we “experience His truth 
and tenderness,” – because “we know 
that God’s truth does not condemn us, 
but instead welcomes, embraces, sus-
tains and forgives us” (2).

Joseph is also a father in obedi-
ence to God: with his ‘fiat’ he protects 
Mary and Jesus and teaches his Son to 
“do the will of the Father.” Called by 
God to serve the mission of Jesus, he 
“cooperated… in the great mystery of 
Redemption,” as St John Paul II said, 
“and is truly a minister of salvation” 
(3).

Welcoming the will of God
At the same time, Joseph is “an ac-
cepting Father,” because he “accepted 
Mary unconditionally” — an impor-
tant gesture even today, says Pope 
Francis, “in our world where psycho-

logical, verbal and physical violence 
towards women is so evident.” But the 
Bridegroom of Mary is also the one 
who, trusting in the Lord, accepts in 
his life even the events that he does 
not understand, “setting aside his own 
ideas” and reconciling himself with 
his own history.

Joseph’s spiritual path “is not one 
that explains, but accepts” — which 
does not mean that he is “resigned.” 
Instead, he is “courageously and firm-
ly proactive,” because with the “Holy 
Spirit’s gift of fortitude,” and full of 
hope, he is able “to accept life as it is, 
with all its contradictions, frustrations 
and disappointments.” In practice, 
through St. Joseph, it is as if God were 
to repeat to us: “Do not be afraid!” be-
cause “faith gives meaning to every 
event, however happy or sad,” and 
makes us aware that “God can make 
flowers spring up from stony ground.” 
Joseph “did not look for shortcuts but 
confronted reality with open eyes and 
accepted personal responsibility for 
it.” For this reason, “he encourages us 
to accept and welcome others as they 
are, without exception, and to show 
special concern for the weak” (4).

A creatively courageous father, 
example of love
Patris corde highlights “the creative 
courage” of St Joseph, which “emerg-
es especially in the way we deal with 
difficulties.” “The carpenter of Naza-
reth,” explains the Pope, “was able to 
turn a problem into a possibility by 
trusting in divine providence.” He had 
to deal with “the concrete problems” 
his Family faced, problems faced by 
other families in the world, and espe-
cially those of migrants.

In this sense, St Joseph is “the spe-
cial patron of all those forced to leave 
their native lands because of war, ha-
tred, persecution and poverty.” As the 
guardian of Jesus and Mary, Joseph 
cannot “be other than the guardian of 
the Church,” of her motherhood, and 
of the Body of Christ. “Consequently, 
every poor, needy, suffering or dying 
person, every stranger, every prison-
er, every infirm person is ‘the child’ 
whom Joseph continues to protect.” 
From St Joseph, writes Pope Francis, 
“we must learn… to love the Church 
and the poor” (5).

l Continued on Page 11

Pope proclaims 
year dedicated 
to St Joseph
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A statue of St Joseph is seen at St. Mary Josefa Parish in Rome. (CNS photo/
Paul Haring)
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A father who teaches the value, 
dignity and joy of work
l Continued from Page 10

“A carpenter who earned an honest liv-
ing to provide for his family,” St Jo-

seph also teaches us “the value, the dignity 
and the joy of what it means to eat bread 
that is the fruit of one’s own labour.” This 
aspect of Joseph’s character provides Pope 
Francis the opportunity to launch an appeal 
in favour of work, which has become “a 
burning social issue” even in countries with 
a certain level of well-being. “There is a re-
newed need to appreciate the importance of 
dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an 
exemplary patron,” the Pope writes.

Work, he says, “is a means of participat-
ing in the work of salvation, an opportu-
nity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, 
to develop our talents and abilities, and to 
put them at the service of society and fra-
ternal communion.” Those who work, he 
explains, “are cooperating with God him-
self, and in some way become creators of 
the world around us.” Pope Francis encour-
ages everyone “to rediscover the value, the 
importance and the necessity of work for 
bringing about a new ‘normal’ from which 
no one is excluded.” Especially in light of 
rising unemployment due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Pope calls everyone to “re-
view our priorities” and to express our firm 
conviction that no young person, no person 
at all, no family should be without work!” 
(6).

A father “in the shadows,” centred 
on Mary and Jesus
Taking a cue from The Shadow of the 
Father — a book by Polish writer Jan 
Dobraczyński — Pope Francis describes 
Joseph’s fatherhood of Jesus as “the earthly 
shadow of the heavenly Father.”

“Fathers are not born, but made,” says 
Pope Francis. “A man does not become a 
father simply by bringing a child into the 
world, but by taking up the responsibility 
to care for that child.” Unfortunately, in to-
day’s society, children “often seem orphans, 
lacking fathers” who are able to introduce 
them “to life and reality.” Children, the 
Pope says, need fathers who will not try to 
dominate them, but instead raise them to be 
“capable of deciding for themselves, enjoy-
ing freedom and exploring new possibili-
ties.”

This is the sense in which St Joseph is 
described as a “most chaste” father, which 
is the opposite of domineering possessive-
ness. Joseph, says Pope Francis, “knew how 
to love with extraordinary freedom.  He 
never made himself the centre of things.  He 
did not think of himself, but focused instead 
on the lives of Mary and Jesus.”

Happiness for Joseph involved a true gift 
of self: “In him, we never see frustration, 
but only trust,” writes Pope Francis. “His 
patient silence was the prelude to concrete 
expressions of trust.” Joseph stands out, 
therefore, as an exemplary figure for our 

time, in a world that “needs fathers,” and 
not “tyrants”; a society that “rejects those 
who confuse authority with authoritarian-
ism, service with servility, discussion with 
oppression, charity with a welfare mental-
ity, power with destruction.”

True fathers, instead, “refuse to live the 
lives of their children for them,” and in-
stead respect their freedom. In this sense, 
says Pope Francis, a father realises that “he 
is most a father and an educator at the point 
when he becomes ‘useless,’ when he sees 
that his child has become independent and 
can walk the paths of life unaccompanied.” 
Being a father, the Pope emphasizes, “has 
nothing to do with possession, but is rather 
a ‘sign’ pointing to a greater fatherhood”: 
that of the “heavenly Father” (7).

A daily prayer to St Joseph… and a 
challenge
In his Letter, Pope Francis notes how, 
“Every day, for over forty years, follow-
ing Lauds [Morning Prayer]” he has “re-
cited a prayer to Saint Joseph taken from 
a nineteenth-century French prayer book 
of the Congregation of the Sisters of Jesus 
and Mary.” This prayer, he says, expresses 
devotion and trust, and even poses a certain 
challenge to Saint Joseph,” on account of 
its closing words: “My beloved father, all 
my trust is in you. Let it not be said that 
I invoked you in vain, and since you can 
do everything with Jesus and Mary, show 

me that your goodness is as great as your 
power.”

At the conclusion of his Letter, he adds 
another prayer to St Joseph, which he en-
courages all of us to pray together:

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;

in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father

and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

— Vatican News

Pope Francis has proclaimed that the 
Church will honour St Joseph in a particu-

lar way over the course of the next year.
The Pope’s announcement of a Year of St 

Joseph purposely coincided with the 150th an-
niversary of the saint’s proclamation as patron 
of the Universal Church by Pope Pius IX on 
Dec 8, 1870.

“Jesus Christ our Lord ... whom countless 
kings and prophets had desired to see, Joseph 
not only saw but conversed with, and em-
braced in paternal affection, and kissed. He 
most diligently reared Him whom the faithful 
were to receive as the bread that came down 
from heaven whereby they might obtain eter-
nal life,” the proclamation, Quemadmodum 
Deus, stated.

Pius IX’s successor, Pope Leo XIII, went on 
to dedicate an encyclical letter to devotion to 
St Joseph, Quamquam pluries.

“Joseph became the guardian, the admin-
istrator, and the legal defender of the divine 
house whose chief he was,” Leo XIII wrote in 
the encyclical published in 1889.

“Now the divine house, which Joseph ruled 
with the authority of a father, contained within 
its limits the scarce-born Church,” he added.

Leo XIII presented St Joseph as a model at 
a time when the world and the Church were 
wrestling with the challenges posed by mo-
dernity. A few years later, the Pope went on 
to publish Rerum novarum, an encyclical on 
capital and labour which outlined principles to 
ensure the dignity of labourers.

In the past 150 years, nearly every pope has 
taken steps to further devotion to St Joseph in 
the Church and to use the humble father and 
carpenter as a witness for the modern world. 

“If you want to be close to Christ, I repeat to 
you ‘Ite ad Ioseph’: Go to Joseph!” said Ven 
Pius XII in 1955 as he instituted the feast of St 
Joseph the Worker, to be celebrated on May 1.

The new feast was intentionally placed on 
the calendar to counter communist May Day 
rallies. But this was not the first time that the 
Church had presented St Joseph’s example as 
an alternative path toward workers’ dignity.

In 1889, the International Socialist Confer-
ence instituted May 1 as a holiday for labour 
in remembrance of Chicago’s “Haymarket 
affair” labour protests. In that same year, Leo 
XIII warned the poor against the false prom-
ises of “seditious men,” calling them to turn 
instead to St Joseph, with a reminder that 
mother Church “each day takes an increasing 
compassion on their lot.”

According to the pontiff, the witness of 
St Joseph’s life taught the rich “what are the 
goods most to be desired,” while workers 
could claim St Joseph’s recourse as their “spe-
cial right, and his example is for their particu-
lar imitation.”

“It is, then, true that the condition of the 
lowly has nothing shameful in it, and the work 
of the labourer is not only not dishonouring, 
but can, if virtue be joined to it, be singularly 
ennobled,” wrote Leo XIII in Quamquam plu-
ries.

In 1920, Benedict XV prayerfully offered St 
Joseph as the “special guide” and “heavenly 
patron” of labourers “to keep them immune 
from the contagion of socialism, the bitter en-
emy of Christian principles.”

And, in the 1937 encyclical on atheistic 
communism, Divini Redemptoris, Pius XI 
placed “the vast campaign of the Church 
against world Communism under the standard 
of St. Joseph, her mighty Protector.”

“He belongs to the working-class, and he 
bore the burdens of poverty for himself and 
the Holy Family, whose tender and vigilant 
head he was. To him was entrusted the Divine 
Child when Herod loosed his assassins against 
Him,” Pope XI continued. “He won for him-

self the title of ‘The Just,’ serving thus as a 
living model of that Christian justice which 
should reign in social life.

Yet, despite the 20th century Church’s em-
phasis on St Joseph the Worker, Joseph’s life 
was not defined solely by his work, but also by 
his vocation to fatherhood.

“For St Joseph, life with Jesus was a con-
tinuous discovery of his own vocation as a fa-
ther,” wrote St John Paul II in his 2004 book 
Rise, Let Us Be On Our Way.

He continued: “Jesus Himself, as a man, ex-
perienced the fatherhood of God through the 
father-son relationship with St Joseph. This 
filial encounter with Joseph then fed into Our 
Lord’s revelation of the paternal name of God. 
What a profound mystery!”

John Paul II saw firsthand communist at-
tempts to weaken the family unit and under-
mine parental authority in Poland. He said that 
he looked to St Joseph’s fatherhood as a model 
for his own priestly fatherhood.

In 1989 — 100 years after Leo XIII’s en-
cyclical — St John Paul II wrote Redemptoris 
custos, an apostolic exhortation on the person 
and mission of St Joseph in the life of Christ 
and of the Church. 

In his announcement of the Year of St Jo-
seph, Pope Francis released a letter, Patris 
corde (With a father’s heart), explaining that 
he wanted to share some “personal reflections” 
on the spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

“My desire to do so increased during these 
months of pandemic,” he said, noting that 
many people had made hidden sacrifices dur-
ing the crisis in order to protect others.

“Each of us can discover in Joseph — the 
man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and 
hidden presence — an intercessor, a support 
and a guide in times of trouble,” he wrote.

“St Joseph reminds us that those who ap-
pear hidden or in the shadows can play an in-

comparable role in the history of salvation.”
The Year of St Joseph provides the oppor-

tunity for Catholics to receive a plenary indul-
gence by reciting any approved prayer or act 
of piety in honour of St Joseph, especially on 
March 19, the saint’s solemnity, and May 1, 
the Feast of St Joseph the Worker. 

For an approved prayer, one can use the 
Litany of St Joseph, which Pope St Pius X ap-
proved for public use in 1909.

Pope Leo XIII also asked that the following 
prayer to St Joseph be said at the end of the 
rosary in his encyclical on St Joseph:

“To thee, O blessed Joseph, we have re-
course in our affliction, and having implored 
the help of thy thrice holy Spouse, we now, 
with hearts filled with confidence, earnestly 
beg thee also to take us under thy protection. 
By that charity wherewith thou wert united to 
the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God, and by 
that fatherly love with which thou didst cher-
ish the Child Jesus, we beseech thee and we 
humbly pray that thou wilt look down with 
gracious eye upon that inheritance which Je-
sus Christ purchased by His blood, and wilt 
succour us in our need by thy power and 
strength.”

“Defend, O most watchful guardian of the 
Holy Family, the chosen off-spring of Jesus 
Christ. Keep from us, O most loving Father, 
all blight of error and corruption. Aid us from 
on high, most valiant defender, in this conflict 
with the powers of darkness. And even as of 
old thou didst rescue the Child Jesus from the 
peril of His life, so now defend God’s Holy 
Church from the snares of the enemy and 
from all adversity. Shield us ever under thy 
patronage, that, following thine example and 
strengthened by thy help, we may live a holy 
life, die a happy death, and attain to everlast-
ing bliss in Heaven. Amen.” — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

What popes from Pius IX to Francis have said about St Joseph



When I was a young 
boy growing up in a 
Catholic community, 

the catechesis of the time tried 
to inspire the hearts of the young 
with stories of martyrs, saints, 
and other people who lived out 
high ideals in terms of virtue and 
faith. I remember one story in 
particular that caught my imagi-
nation and inspired me, the story 
of a third-century Christian mar-
tyr, St Tarcisius.

As legend (or truth) has it, 
Tarcisius was a twelve-year-old 
acolyte during the time of the 
early Christian persecutions. At 
that time, Christians in Rome 
were celebrating the Eucharist 
in secret in the catacombs. After 
those secret Masses someone, 
a deacon or an acolyte, would 
carry the Eucharistic species, 
the Blessed Sacrament, to the 
sick and to prisoners. One day, 
after one of those secret Masses, 
young Tarcisius was carrying the 
Blessed Sacrament to a prison 
when he was accosted by a mob. 
He refused to hand over the 
Blessed Sacrament, protected it 
with his own body, and was beat-
en to death as a result.

As a twelve-year-old boy that 
story enflamed my romantic im-

agination. I wanted to have that 
kind of high ideal in my life. In 
my young imagination, Tarcisius 
was the ultimate hero, the person 
I wanted to be like.

We’ve come a long way from 
there, both in our culture and in 
our churches. We’re no longer 
moved romantically much by 
either the saints of old or the 
saints of today. Yes, we still 
make an official place for them 
in our churches and in our high-
est ideals, but now we’re moved 
romantically much more by the 
lives of the rich, the famous, the 
beautiful, the pop stars, the pro-
fessional athletes, the physically 
gifted, and the intellectually gift-
ed. It’s they who now enflame 
our imaginations, draw our ad-
miration, and who we most like 
to imitate.

In the early nineteenth cen-
tury, Alban Butler, an English 
convert, collected stories of the 
lives of the saints and eventually 
set them together in a twelve-
volume set, famously know as 
Butler’s Lives of the Saints. For 
nearly two hundred years, these 
books inspired Christians, young 
and old. No longer. Today, But-
ler’s Lives of the Saints has ef-
fectively been replaced by Peo-

ple magazine, Sports Illustrated, 
Rolling Stone, Time magazine, 
and the multiple other magazines 
which chronicle the lives of the 
rich and famous and stare out 
at us from every newsstand and 
grocery-store check-out line.

In effect, we have moved: 
from St Tarcisius to Justin Bie-
ber; from Therese of Lisieux 
to Taylor Swift; from Thomas 
Aquinas to Tom Brady; from St 
Monica to Meryl Streep; from 
St Augustine to Mark Zucker-
berg; from Julian of Norwich to 
Marianne Williamson; and from 
the first African American saint, 
St Martin de Porres, to LeBron 

James. It’s these people who are 
now enflaming our romantic im-
agination and inviting our imita-
tion.

Don’t get me wrong, it’s not 
that these people are bad or that 
there’s anything wrong with ad-
miring them. Indeed, we owe 
them some admiration because 
all beauty and talent take their 
origin in God, who is the author 
of all good things. From a saint’s 
virtue to a movie star’s physi-
cal beauty to an athlete’s grace, 
there’s only one author at the ori-
gin of all that grace, God. Thomas 
Aquinas once rightly pointed out 
that to withhold a compliment 
from someone who deserves it is 
a sin because we are withholding 
food from someone who needs 
it to live on. Beauty, talent, and 
grace need to be recognised and 
acknowledged. Admiration is 
not the issue. The issue rather is 
that while we need to admire and 
acknowledge the gifts of the tal-
ented and the beautiful, these are 
not always the lives we should 
be imitating, unless they also ra-
diate virtue and saintliness. We 
shouldn’t too easily identify hu-
man grace with moral virtue. But 
that’s a problem.

As well, one of the weakness-

es in our churches today is that 
while we have vastly upgraded 
and refined our intellectual imag-
ination and now have better and 
healthier theological and bibli-
cal studies, we struggle to touch 
hearts. We struggle to get people 
to fall in love with their faith and 
especially with their Church. We 
struggle to enflame their roman-
tic imagination as we once did by 
invoking the lives of the saints.

Where might we go with all of 
this? Can we find again saints to 
enflame our ideals? Can the fine 
work done today by Robert Ells-
berg on hagiography (on the lives 
of the saints and other moral gi-
ants who have passed before us) 
become the new Butler’s Lives 
of the Saints? Can secular biog-
raphies of some moral giants in 
our own age draw our imitation? 
Is there a St Tarcisius out there 
who can inspire the young?

Today, more than ever, we 
need inspiring stories about 
women and men, young and 
old, who have lived out heroic 
virtue. Without such ideals to 
emulate, we too quickly identify 
moral virtue with human grace 
and deprive ourselves of higher 
spiritual ideals. — By Fr Ron              
Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

From St Tarcisius to People magazine: 
our evolution in admiration and imitation
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VATICAN: Pope Francis greeted the faithful 
Nov 18, saying: “Today we meet the Virgin 
Mary as the prayerful woman.”

Continuing his catechesis on prayer dur-
ing the weekly General Audience, which is 
currently streamed live from the Apostolic 
Library, the Pope upheld Mary as a model 
for our own life and prayer.

Humble of heart
He recalled her in her youth, “the young girl 
of Nazareth wrapped in silence, in dialogue 
with God, who would soon entrust her with 
a mission.”

Although she was already full of grace 
and immaculate from the moment she was 
conceived, the Pope said, she knew nothing 
“of her surprising and extraordinary voca-
tion and the stormy sea she would have to 
cross.”

“One thing is certain,” he said. “Mary be-
longs to a great host of the humble of heart 
whom the official historians never include in 
their books, but whom God used to prepare 
for the coming of His Son.”

Waiting for God’s will
Pope Francis went on to describe how Mary 
waited for God to take the reins of her path 
and guide her, and how she prepared, with 
great docility, “the grand events in which 
God takes part in the world.”

The Catechism, he said, recalls her con-
stant and caring presence in the benevolent 
design of the Father throughout the course 
of Jesus’s life.

Mary was praying, Pope Francis recalled, 
when the Archangel Gabriel brought his 
message to her in Nazareth: “Her small yet 

immense ‘Here I am,’ made all of  creation 
jump for joy at that moment”. He said that 
trusting obedience was preceded through-
out salvation history by many other trusting 
obediences, by so many people who were 
open to God’s will.

An attitude of openness
Pope Francis said there is no better way to 
pray than to place oneself in an attitude of 
openness: “Lord, what You want, when You 
want, and how You want”.

He said that this attitude allows many be-
lievers to face reality without getting upset 

when their days are filled with problems, 
“knowing that in humble love offered in 
each situation, we become instruments of 
God’s grace.”

Prayer, the Pope said, “knows how to 
calm restlessness, knows how to transform 
it into availability.”

Prayerful acceptance
He recalled the many moments of tremen-
dous trial endured by the Virgin Mary and 
how she was accompanied by prayer in 
every moment of her life, and in every mo-
ment of Jesus’ life, right up to His death 

and resurrection.
“If in prayer we understand that each day 

given by God is a call, our hearts will then 
widen and we will accept everything. We 
will learn how to say: ‘What You want be 
done, Lord. Promise me only that You will 
be present every step of my way,’” he said.

Mother of God and Mother of the 
Church
Mary, the Pope said, prayerfully accompa-
nied the newborn Church, and through her 
openness to the power of the Holy Spirit the 
Mother of God became the Mother of the 
Church.

“In the Virgin Mary, natural feminine in-
tuition is exalted by her most singular union 
with God in prayer. This is why, reading the 
Gospel, we note that she seems to disappear 
at times, only to reappear for crucial mo-
ments: it was God’s voice that guided her 
heart and her steps to where her presence 
was needed,” he said.

A splendid pearl
St Luke tells us that Mary “treasured all these 
things and pondered them in her heart,” he  
continued, explaining, “Everything ends up 
in her heart so that it might pass through the 
sieve of prayer and be transfigured by it.”

The Mother keeps everything and brings 
it to her dialogue with God, Pope Francis 
concluded: “Someone has compared Mary’s 
heart to a pearl of incomparable splendour, 
formed and smoothed by patient acceptance 
of God’s will through the mysteries of Je-
sus meditated on in prayer. How beautiful 
it would be if we too could be a bit like our 
Mother!” — Vatican News

Mary: A woman of prayer and model for our prayer

Pope Francis prays before Mary at the end of a Mass, in the chapel of his Vatican residence, the 
Domus Sanctae Marthae. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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The Amazon Synod’s final 
document and Pope Fran-
cis’s post-synodal exhorta-

tion Querida Amazonia both de-
scribe a social and environmental 
crisis of historic proportions, a cri-
sis Francis portrays as “provoking 
a cry that rises up to heaven.” 

This crisis now threatens the 
Amazon region with ecocide and 
ethnic cleansing, and — because 
of the role the Amazon rainforest 
plays in regulating global climate 
patterns — it also threatens the 
planet as a whole. 

Yet the synod’s urgent message 
was largely drowned out in the 
United States by ideological con-
troversies about the ordination of 
(married) viri probati, the value of 
inculturation, and racist accusa-
tions of idolatry. 

A year later, the “dramatic 
state of destruction” to which the 
synod’s final document refers has 
only gotten worse, and Catholics 
in the Global North still seem 

none the wiser. 
Many of the Amazon region’s 

poorest residents live in rural 
communities and informal set-
tlements. Development of the re-
gion has led to economic growth 
in recent years, but there is little 
evidence that living conditions are 
improving. 

Food security remains a persis-
tent problem; workers in extrac-
tive industries are exposed to dis-
eases like malaria and rabies; and 
there is a severe lack of health and 
sanitation infrastructure.

The coronavirus pandemic has 
exacerbated many of these preex-
isting problems, and indigenous 
communities have been hit the 
hardest. 

Celia Xakriaba, a Brazilian in-
digenous leader and activist, has 
described the public-health risk 
indigenous communities are fac-
ing as one of extermination. 

Her warning is borne out by a 
recent report that shows that mem-

bers of indigenous communities 
are being infected with the virus 
at around twice the rate of other 
Brazilians, and that they are also 
more likely to die once they have 
been infected. 

The report points to governmen-
tal neglect, the lack of healthcare 
facilities, and the growing inva-
sion of indigenous lands by illegal 
extractive industries as reasons for 
this disproportionate outcome. 

The Arara people, for example, 
who have the highest known rate 
of COVID-19 infection of any 
tribe in the Brazilian Amazon, are 
also among those most affected by 
illegal logging and mining.

Miraceli de Oliveira reacts as the fire approaches her house in an area of the Amazon rainforest near Porto Velho, 
Brazil, Aug 16, 2020. (CNS photo/Ueslei Marcelino, Reuters)

Even before the pandemic ar-
rived in the Amazon region, 

the expropriation of indigenous 
lands was already on the rise: the 
Indigenist Missionary Council 
reported 160 illegal land grabs in 
2019, up from 96 just two years 
earlier. 

Most government employees 
(including enforcement officers), 
activists, and NGO workers re-
treated from the Amazon as the 
virus approached in an attempt to 
protect indigenous communities 
and limit the spread of the disease. 

Tragically, however, extractive 
industries have exploited this ab-
sence and deforestation is now 
accelerating. Although President 
Jair Bolsonaro has deployed the 
military to the region in an attempt 
to prevent a repeat of last August’s 
fires, satellite data show that the 
rate of deforestation remains much 
higher than it was last year.

Violence against indigenous 
peoples and the government em-
ployees assigned to protect them 
has also increased. 

According to Human Rights 
Watch, the deforestation of the 
Amazon is largely driven by or-
ganized criminal syndicates that 
defend their interests with threats, 
intimidation, and violence. Their 
crimes often go uninvestigated and 
unpunished. 

Against this background of vio-
lence and impunity, human-rights 
groups have been warning that 
some indigenous groups are at 
risk of “imminent massacres.” The 
government has yet to pay these 
warnings any heed.

Climate change and deforesta-
tion, both of which are driven 
primarily by economic forces in 
other parts of the world, are mak-
ing what is already a bad situation 
in Amazonia much worse. 

While the rate of deforestation 
decreased from a peak in 2004 
until the early 2010s, recent years 
have seen a steady, and at times 
dramatic, increase in the trend. In 
August 2019 alone, deforestation 
was over three times higher than 
it had been in the same month of 
2018. 

This was accompanied by a 30 
per cent increase in the number of 
fires, an event that made headlines 
and galvanized public opinion 
around the world. 

By last June, environmental and 
civil-society groups were predict-
ing that this year’s fire season 
could be even worse, and, as of 
this writing, it is still possible that 
those predictions could come true.

Much of the blame for this has 
fallen on Bolsonaro, who has en-
couraged illegal deforestation and 
undermined the rule of law. 

He has also gutted many of the 

public agencies responsible for 
environmental protection and 
pursued policies that limit their 
actions. But the blame is not Bol-
sonaro’s alone and deforestation is 
by no means limited to Brazilian 
territory.

In Ecuador, oil concessions con-
tinue to expand inside the coun-
try’s protected areas and President 
Lenín Moreno has repeatedly bro-
ken his 2017 promise to respect 
indigenous communities’ rights 
to determine how their lands are 
used. 

Two pipelines associated with 
those concessions burst in May, 
polluting the waterways that some 
27,000 indigenous people rely on 
for food and water. Deforestation 
is on the rise in Bolivia as well, 
largely as a result of forest fires.

While de-
forestation can 
sometimes be 
reversed and its 
effects mitigat-
ed, the situation 
in the Amazon 
appears to be 
reaching a point 
of no return. 

In a letter pub-
lished at the end 
of last year, two 
leading scien-
tists, Thomas Lovejoy and Carlos 
Nobre, warned that “the precious 
Amazon is teetering on the edge of 
functional destruction and, with it, 
so are we.” 

In their closing paragraph, they 
write, “today, we stand exactly in 
a moment of destiny: the tipping 
point is here, it is now.”

The tipping point to which 
Lovejoy and Nobre refer has been 
an active topic of discussion in 
the scientific community since the 
early 2000s but has yet to be ad-
dressed or even acknowledged by 
policy-makers. 

The mechanism for this tipping 

point is simple but dramatic. 
When rain falls in the Amazon, 

it is absorbed by the soil, taken 
up by the trees, and eventually re-
leased back into the atmosphere to 
fall somewhere else in the forest 
an average of five to six times be-
fore leaving the system. 

It is through this recycling pro-
cess that the Amazon conserves 
water and keeps its ecosystems 
alive. 

As deforestation advances, this 
cycle is predicted to lose momen-
tum and, finally, to stop, resulting 
in dramatic reductions in rainfall, 
a dieback of the forest, and the 
conversion of large areas to a dry 
savanna ecosystem. 

Such a transformation would 
have disastrous implications for 
climate change. It would also gen-

erate a humani-
tarian crisis.

As the forest 
disappears and 
ceases to regu-
late the amount 
of water flow-
ing down-
stream, a few 
things are likely 
to happen. 

Food produc-
tion will suf-
fer in a general 

way as much of the region’s agri-
culture relies on the Amazon for 
rainfall and pollination. 

Water security and sanitation 
will also be compromised; cholera 
normally spreads in the dry season 
when clean rainwater becomes 
unavailable and more frequent and 
extreme droughts will exacerbate 
this trend. Indigenous groups and 
others who rely directly on local 
ecosystems will be the most vul-
nerable. 

They are likely to lose both their 
homes and their ways of life.

l Continued on Pg 14Yanomami are seen in a file photo following members of Brazil’s environmental agency during an operation against 
illegal gold mining on indigenous land in the heart of the Amazon rainforest. (CNS photo/Bruno Kelly, Reuters)

Climate change and deforestation are driven by economic forces

Teetering on the Edge

Indigenous groups 
and others who rely 

directly on local 
ecosystems will be 

the most vulnerable. 
They are likely to lose 
both their homes and 

their ways of life.
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Collective action and global 
cooperation
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The Ribeirinhos, a group of 
approximately seven mil-
lion floodplain residents with 

mixed indigenous and European 
ancestry, are one such particularly 
vulnerable group. 

Their economic activities are en-
tirely structured around the river’s 
seasonal cycles and both droughts 
and floods can lead to food short-
ages. 

When the annual floodwaters re-
cede, Ribeirinhos take advantage of 
the moisture and nutrients left be-
hind to plant crops in the floodplain. 

At the same time of year, fish get 
trapped in lakes and ponds, which 
normally provide enough food for 
nearby communities. 

However, episodes of drought 
confine the fish to smaller, more 
crowded bodies of water, causing 
some of them to die from the lack 
of oxygen. 

Droughts also make Amazonian 
fish more vulnerable to overfishing 
and poaching at the hands of com-
mercial operations, which compro-
mises the long-term availability of 
food for subsistence fishers. 

When the dry season ends and 
the river again floods its banks, fish 
become much harder to catch and 
all but the most financially secure 
Ribeirinhos experience severe sea-
sonal food insecurity. In years with 

more extreme flood cycles, this sea-
son of hunger lasts even longer. 

Recent years have already seen 
several historic droughts and floods, 
which appear to be the first signs 
of a general destabilization of the 
ecosystem. And barring a dramatic 
turnaround in deforestation and car-
bon emissions, the situation is likely 
to get worse.

Reaching a tipping point in the 
Amazon could also be disastrous 
for public health in a more general 
way. 

The region is already considered 
a global hotspot for emerging infec-
tious diseases, and one recent study 
suggests that deforestation may be 
the primary culprit. 

Biodiverse ecosystems like the 
Amazon are always more likely to 
harbour pathogens, and disturbing 

those systems can provide oppor-
tunities for new diseases to emerge. 

The current destruction of the 
Amazon and the concomitant 
movement of persons between cit-
ies and the forest, all against a gen-
eral background of marginal social 
conditions and a lack of health and 
sanitation infrastructure, create an 
ideal situation for outbreaks to turn 
into epidemics. 

Cases of malaria have been on 
the rise again in Brazil as deforesta-
tion rates have accelerated in recent 
years, and an epidemic of yellow 
fever, another disease associated 
with deforestation, killed 745 peo-
ple between the end of 2016 and the 
beginning of 2018.

The ongoing social and environ-
mental destruction of Amazonia is 
not just a local or South American 
problem. The whole world depends 
on this region for its role in regulat-
ing climate. 

The rainforest keeps greenhouse 
gases out of the atmosphere by stor-
ing carbon in organic forms, ac-
counting for about 10 per cent of the 
planet’s biological carbon storage. 

Conservation and reforestation 
could buy the world a lot of time as 
we try to cut carbon emissions. Cur-
rent predictions by the United Na-
tions’ Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change suggest that 2030 
is the year by which we will have 
either averted or committed to 2.7 

degrees of warming, a level they de-
scribe as catastrophic. 

Some studies show that tropical 
rainforest conservation and refor-
estation could extend that deadline 
to 2040.

Nor is the loss of carbon storage 
the only way changes in the Ama-
zon might affect regional climates 
in other parts of the world. 

Some climate models show that 
the changes to atmospheric circula-
tion that would result from massive 
deforestation in the Amazon would 
alter North Atlantic and European 
storm tracks, cause cooler tempera-
tures in southern Europe, and lead 
to a winter-warming trend in parts 
of Asia. 

Demonstrators hold a cross during a July 19, 2020, protest in Brasilia, Brazil, concerning governmental action during 
the coronavirus pandemic. (CNS photo/Adriano Machado, Reuters)

The consequences of the Amazon’s destruction
The consequences of crossing 

the tipping point in Amazonia 
would be truly global.

The rest of the world shares not 
only in the consequences of the re-
gion’s destruction, but also in the 
responsibility for it. 

Deforestation is driven by the 
global economy, and particularly by 
consumption in the world’s wealth-
ier countries. 

Brazil produces about 30 per cent 
of the world’s soy, much of which is 
exported to Europe and China. 

The large-scale cultivation of soy 
is responsible for both deforestation 
and carbon emissions. And while 
many large export firms have made 
pledges to source their soy sustain-
ably, on land outside the Amazon 
region, their expanding operations 
often displace other land users, 
pushing them to the receding edge 
of the rainforest. 

Beef exports to Europe and the 
United States are also a problem: 
the Brazilian supply chain is so 

opaque that one can rarely tell 
whether a particular cut of meat 
came from a cow that grazed defor-
ested land.

More generally, commodities 
that depend on tropical deforesta-
tion have become so integrated into 
global supply chains that it is all but 
impossible for consumers to know 
what damage they are doing by 
buying a particular product. 

Large companies have been rated 
for their impact on tropical defor-
estation (ironically, Amazon rates 
very poorly), and there are certifi-
cations for more obviously forest-
related products like paper and tim-
ber (look for labels from the Forest 
Stewardship Council and the Rain-
forest Alliance), but the ecological 

implications of one’s choices as a 
consumer are often obscure. 

Brazilian soy is used as animal 
feed in other parts of the world, 
which means pork raised in China 
can indirectly cause as much defor-
estation as timber from Brazil, and 
wood pulp, though normally used to 
make paper, also shows up in food 
products, textiles, and cellophane. 

Illegally mined gold is used in 
our electronics, and oil from indig-
enous lands in Ecuador ends up in 
our gas tanks.

Fortunately, there are some signs 
that the international community is 
waking up to its responsibility for 
the devastation in the Amazon. 

The 2019 fire season was highly 
effective in mobilizing public opin-

ion and raising awareness. 
This June a group of investment 

firms, which together manage 
around $3.75 trillion, expressed 
concerns over deforestation and 
human-rights abuses in a letter to 
Brazilian ambassadors. 

Seven European firms, with more 
than $2 trillion in managed assets, 
explicitly threatened to divest. And 
yet, despite these signs of hope, di-
vestment is far from a panacea. 

The Economist estimates that 
publicly traded companies are re-
sponsible for only around 14 per-
cent of the world’s greenhouse-gas 
emissions. 

Nor is it clear that pulling money 
out of Brazilian government bonds 
at a time when social and environ-

mental services are already being 
gutted is a good idea. We have to 
find better ways to respond.

While most Ribeirinhos spend 
months of the year skipping meals 
for want of a refrigerator, and while 
indigenous people across the Ama-
zon are losing their lives to protect 
their lands, most of us in the United 
States are complacently unaware 
of the ways our lives are connected 
with theirs. 

As we grow in awareness of our 
complicity with the forces that are 
destroying the rainforests, we will 
discover that nothing short of a 
moral and economic revolution is 
likely to be an adequate solution. 

It won’t be enough to express 
concern, adjust our habits of con-
sumption individually, or change 
the way we invest. 

A problem of this scale and ur-
gency will require collective action 
and global cooperation. 

That is why the Amazon Synod 
called for alternative economic 
models, and why Pope Francis 
condemned (ongoing) colonial re-
lationships. 

It is not news either to Rome or 
to the residents of Amazonia that 
much of the destruction has resulted 
from economic activities and policy 
decisions in the Global North, but, 
if the Synod’s reception in the Unit-
ed States is any indication, it is still 
news to many of us. — By Bryan 
P. Galligan, SJ, Commonweal

A member of the Brazilian Institute for the Environment and Renewable Natural Resources fire brigade attempts to 
control a fire in a tract of the Amazon jungle in Apui, Brazil, Aug 11, 2020. (CNS photo/Ueslei Marcelino, Reuters)

Biodiverse 
ecosystems like 
the Amazon are 

always more likely to 
harbour pathogens, 
and disturbing those 
systems can provide 
opportunities for new 
diseases to emerge.

The rest of the world 
shares not only in 
the consequences 
of the Amazon’s 

destruction, but also 
in responsibility for it.
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Dear children,

Today's Gospel reading tells us 
about Saint John the Baptist, 
who prepared the people for the 
coming of Jesus. 
At first people thought that he 

might be the saviour they were 
all waiting for, but he was very 
clear when he told them that he 
wasn't  - there was one coming 
after him Who would be the truly 
great One. 
Sometimes we hear about great 

or important people. 
We know about movie stars and 

singers and government leaders. 
Who are some important people 

you know of? 
Do those people that you've 

thought about help to bring you 
closer to God?
Do they teach you well and give 

good example? 
Or do they lead people away 

from God by doing wrong things 
or making fun of God's truth? 
We can know which people are 

really great by thinking about 
whether they lead us closer to 
God, like St John the Baptist 
did, or further away from Him. 
Which sort of people do you want 
to follow?

Stay safe children!
Aunty Eliz

In Advent we hear about St John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin who 
prepared the way for Jesus’ coming. He preached to the people, 
telling them to repent and baptised them. 

When Jesus came St John told the people to follow Jesus because 
He was the Messiah. 

Can you find your way from St John to Jesus? 

There was a man sent by God whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all might believe. He himself was not 
the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

(John 1:6-8) 

Colour the picture of John baptising Jesus in the river Jordan. 
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SIBU: SiDYA (Sibu Diocesan Youth 
Apostolate) sincerely invites young 
people to venture upon a new practi-

cal way to observe the holiness of the sea-
son and to unwrap the gift of Jesus all the 
way to the Epiphany!

We will run this “3gifts” Christmas Project from 
Nov 29, 2020 - Jan 3, 2021 (Advent to Epiphany) This 
is an unwrapping Christmas project for the young 
people of the Diocese of Sibu, where one group con-
sists of five youth, taking turn to pray, fast, and give 
alms for five weeks. Every day, there are four steps 
that they need to complete an action.

In order to prepare the three gifts ‘Gold, Frankin-
cense and Myrrh’ to present to Baby Jesus on the day 
of Epiphany, everyone plays the character of the three 
Magi, by passing around a gift bag to one another. 
Each young person (Wiseman) is required to prepare 
and reflect for seven days before passing the bag to 
another youth (Wiseman). 

On the Epiphany of the Lord, the fifth Young 
“Wiseman” will need to call up the other four Young 
“Wiseman”, gather them and spend hours of fellow-
ship and sharing! After the fellowship, the five of them 
will discuss and decide who will receive the gift that 
has been prepared inside the gift bag, especially for 
the needy and the poor. We can make this Christmas 
unique with  a card, a gift bag and a note book to start 
the Advent! 

Start downloading this”3gifts” Card here: https://
bit.ly/2KKPNsp or our SiDYA IG profile! Or contact 
your parish youth leader to collect your hard copy!

29th November 2020 – 3rd January 2021
FRom ADVENT To EPIPHANY

Advent is a season of preparation and waiting for the coming of 
the Child Jesus and a time to prepare ourselves for the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ.

In this season of preparation, we are called to reconcile with 
God and with neighbours by praying, fasting and doing acts 
of charity.

Hereby, SiDYA sincerely invites Young people 
to venture upon a new practical way to observe 
the holiness of the season and to unwrap the 
gift of Jesus all the way to the Epiphany!

Note: On the Epiphany of the Lord, the 5th Young “Wise-
man” will need to call up the other 4 young “Wiseman”, 
gather them and spend hours of fellowship and shar-
ing! After the fellowship, the 5 of them will discuss and 
decide who will receive the gift that has been prepared 
inside the gift bag.

The youths with the gifts.

KUALA LUMPUR: This past year, having 
to be distanced from one another espe-
cially in pivotal celebrations of our faith  
as Catholics, has been challenging. In 
a time with so much disconnection and 
distance between us, let’s bridge the gap 
and come together as one community. 

We invite young people to submit vid-
eos of you or your group singing Christ-
mas carols to spread some cheer and 
come together as a community. 

Let us know if you’re interested to 
contribute via https://bit.ly/Christmas-
ASAYO

Share your talents and gifts with 
ArchKL! Contact jacinta@asayokl.org for 
more information.

Unwrapping the            
“3 Gifts” of Jesus

The Christmas 
Reconnect

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeU5nIWTe2Yw_RGx3mKFdiqv9fOHn3QvySLIbvlS4aBaaxOcw/viewform
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KUALA LUMPUR: Starting 
from Nov 29, the St Joseph’s 
Youth Ministry has been host-
ing hangouts with Msgr James 
Gnanapiragasam. Topics of 
Hope, Faith, Joy, and Peace 
will be covered over the course 
of the four weeks of Advent.  
 During each session, there is 
a biblical passage and reflec-
tion. The youths share ideas 
and phrases from the text that 
have touched them. 

During the week of Hope, 
one of the messages from the 
text was that we should stop 

“worrying”, and keep on 
moving forward, and 

another that we 
should also have 
Hope of eter-
nal life. This 
is because 
by worrying 

we don’t 
actually 

achieve anything for our Fa-
ther in Heaven or anything for 
ourselves on Earth. Instead, if 
we focus on and trust in God to 
protect us, we would be able 
to think clearly and achieve 
greater things for Him. 

During the following week, 
we had a challenge to burn 
a candle in our homes and 
upload a picture of it to our 
instagram stories symbolising 
Hope, this was fun indeed. 

For the week of Faith, there 
were some new additions to 
the community: youths from 
Sabah and some from other 
parts of Malaysia that had 
seen the SJC facebook page 
decided to join. This was a 
real eye-opener for the organ-
isers as they weren’t exactly 
expecting that. 

This was especially fun for 
the icebreaker with Msgr 
James. During that session, we 

reflected on the text 
of the blind man 

being cured 
by Jesus in 
the Temple. 

Msgr James emphasised how 
the blind man’s Faith had 
saved him and how although 
he had never seen before, be-
lieved in Jesus ‘Son of David’. 

These sessions allowed us 
to converse with people of the 
same background. There were 
also fun quizzes and trivia at 
the end of the session.

By joining Youth hangouts 
like these, we don’t have 
to journey alone, and we 
also have the opportunity to 
make our journey more joy-
ful. It doesn’t matter where 
you’re from or what parish 
you’re currently in, just join 
us for an hour every Sunday 
night at 8:15pm for the Sun-

days of Advent.
If you would like to join the 

SJC advent hangouts, sign up 
here: 

Google Form or visit this 
website for more content:

Page 
It makes your journey and 

ours even brighter — By          
Samuel Latimer

SANDAKAN: A reunion of 
YouthPrepLink (YPL) graduates 
was held virtually via ZOOM on 
Nov 28. A total of 90 graduates 
who were involved in YPL from 
2011 to 2019 participated in this 
meeting.

This was the third YPL meeting. 
The theme for the meeting was 
Memories bring back, Memories 
bring back You.

The programme began with 
a brief orientation on the use of 
ZOOM applications by the host.

Then they proceeded with a 
reading and reflection of the Gos-
pel followed by an opening prayer 
by the Liturgy Team. The YPL 
attendees: Sr Jossie Sili, rgs, Jell 
Joseph, Evelyn Doikin, Sharon 
Tan, Wilfred Frederick (Boy) and 
Seminarian Andy Borine Tinga-
don gave short speech videos.

Time of Life was held in a more 
creative way. During this session, 
the graduates sang praise and wor-
ship songs that were often sung 
during the last YPL. Next was the 
icebreaking run and among the 
games highlighted was guessing 

the picture ‘true or false’.
The reunion continued with a 

sharing session by Esther Albert 
Alim, a mother who works as a 
dietitian at Tawau Hospital and a 
member of the Youth Apostolate 
of the Holy Trinity Parish, Tawau 
and Sandakan Diocese. She has 
also been with YPL since 2013.

She shared her life story espe-
cially during this pandemic that 
almost caused her to ‘drift apart’ 
and make the wrong decisions 
which made her feel unworthy. 
But God is all-loving, all things 
in the world will change but Je-
sus’ love remains the same yes-
terday, today and tomorrow, and 
He is always waiting for the re-

turn of His children.
Not everyone can escape the 

challenges in life, but every chal-
lenge can be a lesson. This led us 
to become more mature and wise 
in the decision we make. Same 
goes  with mistakes and failures in 
life the best teacher in life teaches 
us to be a good person.

In the end, Esther reminded the 
graduates of God’s call to mis-
sion. All Catholics are called to 
fulfill their mission to be the best 
version of themselves and to give 
their best in every calling whether 
as a working person, a child, a 
wife or a husband and as them-
selves and most importantly to 
be the bearer of the light of Jesus 

Christ to all.
After the session, the Liturgi-

cal Team began the confirmation 
session. In this session, all pre-
sent were asked to light candles 
as a symbol of themselves and the 
light of Christ. This session had a 
great impact on the graduates be-
cause every word of affirmation 
given,  gave them encouragement 
in their lives. God’s time is always 
right and beautiful.

A video of ‘Insan Tadau’ (One 
Day) version of YPL Diocese of 
Sandakan was shown. This video 
shows the power of love experi-
enced during the previous YPL 
meeting. A friendship like a fam-
ily that supports and accepts its 

members regardless of skin col-
our, race and status.

Before concluding the reunion, 
Jason Alexander Degullacion, co-
ordinator of the Virtual YPL Re-
union, expressed his happiness 
and gratitude that the programme 
went well beyond his expecta-
tions. He also took the opportu-
nity to thank the members of the 
organising team for their dedica-
tion and commitment in making 
this virtual reunion a reality. He 
also hopes that this pandemic will 
end so that YPL batch 10 can be 
carried out next year.

The programme ended with a 
closing prayer and photography.  
— DOSPO

A screenshot of the session.

YouthPrepLink graduates reunites via Zoom

Advent Hangouts on 
Hope and Peace

Sandakan Graduates of YouthPrepLink meets again
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Trappist Father Thomas Merton passed 
away on Dec 10, 1968
An immense amount of life went 

out of the world when Thomas 
Merton died suddenly in Bangkok 
on Dec 9, 1968. And I can imagine 
no better evidence of this than the 
following paragraphs from the last 
letter he wrote to me when he was 
planning in Gethsemane the Eastern 
trip from which, to the entire world’s 
loss, he never returned. The letter, 
dated July 23, began with a report on 
the third issue of a poetry magazine 
he had been editing at the monastery. 

He penned “Bangkok was the 
worst place for traffic I ever saw, no 
lights, you just step on the gas and 
race five hundred cars to the cross-
ing,” earlier in this Asian Letter he 
wrote. 

“The main rule of Asian driving 
seems to be: never use the brake, just 
lean on the horn. It is wildly exciting. 
Especially in the Himalayas where 
you whiz around corners at dizzy 
heights and speeds and meet these 
huge buses coming the other way 
painted like dragons. Usually the 
road is just about one lane wide any-
way, but somehow one manages. I 
am still alive.” Exactly a month later 
he was not alive.

He will be missed as few persons 
of his time will be. I think it may 
be safe to say that there was never 
anybody else on earth like Thomas 
Merton. I for one have never known 
a mind more brilliant, more beauti-
ful, more serious, more playful. The 
energy behind it was immeasurable, 

and the capacity for love. The energy 
and the love, the passion and the joy 
these things, in his case so miracu-
lously and effortlessly mixed, were 
evident in him when he was my stu-
dent at Columbia College more than 
thirty years ago, and as time went on 
they grew rather than diminished. 

The man seemed never to be tired; 
or if he was, he said so in language 
so laughable that I knew the light-
ning still played beyond the clouds. 
Soon he was back in his stride: writ-
ing endlessly, book after book; keep-
ing up with the affairs of the outside 
world but for him it was never out-
side, and he knew more about it than 
most of us did; maintaining contact 
with his innumerable friends; read-
ing everything within reach; praying 
for mankind, whose manifold miser-
ies he knew at first hand and lived 
with daily; performing his offices at 
the monastery, and when he was free 
from those, retiring to his hermitage 
in the woods; and always, always 
dashing off those letters, which of 
course he had no time for, yet nev-
ertheless managed to make infinitely 
delightful to us who received them.

On the four occasions when I vis-
ited him at Gethsemane he was per-
fect in hospitality; seemed not to be 
busy, though I knew he was; spoke 
to me of my friends who were his 
friends too, by proxy or otherwise 
— James Thurber, Joseph Wood 
Krutch, Robert Lax, Robert Giroux; 
went riding with me about the mon-

astery grounds and beyond; told sto-
ries, asked me if I remembered  this 
or that, commented acutely upon 
current events around the world; and 
at the gate, when I was leaving, sent 
messages of great sweetness to those 
he knew were nearest me.

His death was more than a blow; it 
was heartbreaking, and that is why I 
began as I did with the letter of July 
23rd which showed how boyishly 
eager he was to set out for Asia. That 
he did not come back is more terrible 
than I can say. The character of this 
man “but it is something very hard to 
put into words.” — By Mark Van 
Doren, America

Mark Van Doren was professor 
emeritus of English at Columbia 
University and winner of the Pulitzer 

         

“A much loved and wonderful Mum and Dad                                                                                         
You are always in our thoughts and mind.”

Dearly missed by Children, Grandchildren and all loved ones.

Betzy John
Departed:                       
4.1.1999

22nd Anniversary

E. K. John
Departed:                                       
11.12.2015

5th Anniversary
In Loving Memory of Our Parents

          

Forever loved and remembered by
Wife, Family and Friends.

18th Anniversary                                          
In Memory of                            
JORDAN LEE

Departed: 19-12-2002
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St John of  
the Cross
Self-denial is never an end in itself but is only 

a help toward greater charity—as the life of 
Saint John Joseph shows.

John Joseph was very ascetic even as a young 
man. He devoted himself even at his youngest 
years to a life of poverty and fasting. At 16 he 
joined the Franciscans in Naples; he was the first 
Italian to follow the reform movement of Saint 
Peter Alcantara. John’s reputation for holiness 
prompted his superiors to put him in charge of 
establishing a new friary even before he was or-
dained.

Obedience moved John to accept appointments 
as novice master, guardian and, finally, provincial. 
His years of mortification enabled him to offer 

these services to the friars with great charity. As 
guardian, he saw himself with no higher privilege 
and insisted on working in the kitchen or carrying 
the wood and water needed by the friars.

When his term as provincial expired, John Jo-
seph dedicated himself to hearing confessions and 
practicing mortification, two concerns contrary to 
the spirit of the dawning Age of Enlightenment. 
John Joseph was canonized in 1839 and he is the 
patron saint of Ischilia, Italy, the place where he 
was born. — CNA

Pope Francis on Dec 8 announced a special 
year dedicated to St Joseph starting from 

Dec 8, 2020 until Dec 8, 2021, on the occasion 
of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of 
St Joseph as the Patron of the Universal Church, 
as well as the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of Our Lady.

The Apostolic Penitentiary also issued a de-
cree granting special indulgences for the dura-
tion of the special year to celebrate the anniver-
sary and “to perpetuate the entrustment of the 
whole Church to the powerful patronage of the 
Custodian of Jesus.”

 
Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St Joseph”
During this period, the faithful will have the op-
portunity to commit themselves “with prayer 
and good works, to obtain, with the help of St 
Joseph, head of the heavenly Family of Naza-
reth, comfort and relief from the serious human 
and social tribulations that besiege the contem-
porary world today.”

Devotion to St Joseph
The decree signed by Cardinal Mauro Piacen-
za, the Major Penitentiary of the Apostolic Pen-
itentiary, and the Regent, Fr Krzysztof Nykiel, 
notes that devotion to St Joseph has grown ex-
tensively throughout the history of the Church, 
“which not only attributes to him high rever-
ence after that of the Mother of God his spouse 
but has also given him multiple patronages.”

At the same time, the Magisterium of the 
Church continues to discover “old and new 
greatness in this treasure which is St Joseph, 
like the master in the Gospel of Matthew who 
brings from his storeroom both the new and the 
old.”

Therefore, the gift of indulgences granted 
through a decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary 
by mandate of the Holy Father “will be of great 
benefit to the perfect attainment of the appoint-
ed purpose.”

Conditions for the plenary indulgence
The plenary indulgence is granted to the faithful 
under the usual conditions (sacramental confes-
sion, Eucharistic Communion, and prayer for 
the Pope’s intentions) to Christians who, with 
a spirit detached from any sin, participate in the 
Year of St Joseph on these occasions and man-
ners indicated by the Apostolic Penitentiary:
l The plenary indulgence is granted to those 

who will meditate for at least 30 minutes on the 
Lord’s Prayer, or take part in a Spiritual Retreat 
of at least one day that includes a meditation on 
St Joseph. “St Joseph, an authentic man of faith, 
invites us”, the decree reads, “to rediscover our 

filial relationship with the Father, to renew fi-
delity to prayer, to listen and correspond with 
profound discernment to God’s will.”
l The indulgence can also be obtained by 

those who, following St Joseph’s example, will 
perform a spiritual or corporal work of mercy. 
St Joseph “encourages us to rediscover the val-
ue of silence, prudence and loyalty in carrying 
out our duties,” the decree notes.
l The recitation of the Holy Rosary in fami-

lies and among engaged couples is another 
way of obtaining indulgences, in order that “all 
Christian families may be stimulated to recreate 
the same atmosphere of intimate communion, 
love and prayer that was in the Holy Family.”
l Everyone who entrusts their daily activity 

to the protection of St Joseph, and every faith-
ful who invokes the intercession of St Joseph 
so that those seeking work can find dignifying 
work can also obtain the plenary indulgence. 
On May 1, 1955, Pope Pius XII instituted the 
feast of St Joseph “with the intent that the dig-
nity of work be recognised by all, and that it 
inspires social life and laws, based on the fair 
distribution of rights and duties.”
l The plenary indulgence is also granted 

to the faithful who will recite the Litany to St 
Joseph (for the Latin tradition), or the Akathis-
tos to St Joseph (for the Byzantine tradition), 
or any other prayer to St Joseph proper to the 
other liturgical traditions, for the persecuted 
Church ad intra and ad extra, and for the relief 
of all Christians suffering all forms of persecu-
tion. Because, the decree notes, “the flight of 
the Holy Family to Egypt shows us that God is 
there where man is in danger, where man suf-
fers, where he runs away, where he experiences 
rejection and abandonment.”

Church grants plenary 
indulgence for year of St Joseph

Patron Saint of: Mystics
Feastday: December 14

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, December 13
(Romans 13:11-12)
You know ‘the time’ has 
come: you must wake up 
now: our salvation is even 
nearer than it was when we 
were converted. The night 
is almost over, it will be 
daylight soon – let us give 
up all the things we prefer 
to do under cover of the 
dark; let us arm ourselves 
and appear in the light.

Monday, December 14
(Wisdom 7:13-14)
What I learned without 
self-interest, I pass on 
without reserve; I do not 
intend to hide her riches. 
For she is an inexhaustible 
treasure to men, and those 
who acquire her win God’s 
friendship, commended as 
they are to him by the ben-
efits of her teaching.

Tuesday, December 15
(Genesis 49:10)
The sceptre shall not pass 
from Judah, nor the mace 
from between his feet, un-
til the one comes to whom 
it belongs, to whom the 
peoples shall render obe-
dience.

Wednesday, December 16
(Isaiah 7:14-15)
The maiden is with child 
and will soon give birth to 
a son whom she will call 
Immanuel. On curds and 
honey will he feed until he 
knows how to refuse evil 
and choose good.                                                                 

Thursday, December 17
(Isaiah 11:1-3)
A shoot springs from the 
stock of Jesse, a scion 
thrusts from his roots: on 
him the spirit of the Lord 
rests, a spirit of wisdom 
and insight, a spirit of 
counsel and power, a spirit 
of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord. The fear 
of the Lord is his delight.

Friday, December 18
(Romans 13: 11-12)
It is now the hour for you 
to wake from sleep, for our 
salvation is closer than 
when we first accepted the 
faith. The night is far spent; 
the day draws near. Let us 
cast off deeds of darkness 
and put on the armour of 
light.. 

Saturday, December 19
(Isaiah 2:3)
Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to 
the house of the God of Ja-
cob; that he may teach us 
his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths. For out 
of Sion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem.

A universal saint
In addition to these, the Apostolic Penitentiary 
grants a plenary indulgence to the faithful who 
will recite any legitimately approved prayer or act 
of piety in honour of St Joseph, for example, “To 
you, O blessed Joseph” especially on “March 19, 
on May 1, the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, on St Joseph’s Sunday (accord-
ing to the Byzantine tradition) on the 19th of each 
month and every Wednesday, a day dedicated to 
the memory of the saint according to the Latin tra-
dition.”

The decree recalls the universality of St. Jo-
seph’s patronage of the Church, noting that St Te-
resa of Ávila recognised him as “a protector for 
all the circumstances of life”. Pope St John Paul II 
also said that St Joseph has “a renewed relevance 
for the Church of our time, in relation to the new 
Christian millennium.”

For the sick
Amid the ongoing COVID-19 health crisis, the gift 
of the plenary indulgence is also extended to the 
sick, the elderly, the dying and all those who for 
legitimate reasons are unable to leave their homes.

They too can obtain the plenary indulgences if 
they are detached from any sin and have the inten-
tion of fulfilling, as soon as possible, the three usu-
al conditions and recite an act of piety in honour of 
St Joseph, offering to God the pains and hardships 
of their lives.

The role of priests
The Apostolic Penitentiary encourages priests to 
pastorally facilitate the celebration of the Sacra-
ment of Penance and the administration of Holy 
Communion to the sick with a willing and gener-
ous spirit. — Vatican News

The Holy Family - Jesus, Our Lady and St. Joseph 
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Evangelisation:  For a life of prayer
We pray that our personal relationship with                        

Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God                        
and a life of prayer.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Jupiter, Saturn to put on ‘Christmas 
Star’ show at winter solstice
CLEVELAND: A once-every-two-
decade conjunction involving the 
solar system’s two gas giants will 
give earthbound observers a look at 
a so-called “Christmas Star” on the 
winter solstice.

Come sunset Dec 21 in any time 
zone around the world, Jupiter and 
Saturn seemingly will merge into a 
single bright point of light low in the 
western sky.

The Great Conjunction of 2020 
will yield an expected spectacular 
astronomical sight involving the 
two planets unseen in nearly eight 
centuries.

The two planets have been ap-
proaching conjunction — a point 
when planets or other bodies as seen 
from the earth are near each other 
in the night sky — all year. That 
the conjunction is occurring near 
Christmas Day has given rise to talk 
about the Star of Bethlehem that the 
Gospel of Matthew describes in his 
telling of the birth of Jesus.

But the description of the star “is 
a very minor part of the infancy nar-
rative,” said Jesuit Bro Guy Consol-
magno, director of the Vatican Ob-
servatory. “It’s so unimportant that 
Luke doesn’t talk about it and yet it 
has captured our imagination.”

It’s what the star represents — 
the birth of Jesus — that is the real 
story, Bro Consolmagno said.

Theories abound about the Star of 
Bethlehem, he explained, citing the 
millions of hits about the topic on 
the internet and the 400 book titles 
referencing it that are available at 
online stores.

“To me, asking ‘What was the 
star?’ is a lot of fun, but not particu-
larly significant either astronomi-
cally or theologically. Nothing’s 
really at stake if it turns to be this 
explanation or that explanation,” 
Bro Consolmagno said.

Ideas about the Star of Bethlehem 
range from the natural — a great 
conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter 
near the time of Jesus’ birth or a 
comet — to the supernatural as a 
sign from God.

Or it could have been a meta-
phor used by St Matthew “to 
show how important Jesus’ birth 
was to humanity,” said Fr James                                         
Kurzynski, pastor of St Olaf Parish 
in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, and an 
amateur astronomer.

“We need to remember that the 
Star of Bethlehem could have had 
different meanings for the people 
that Matthew was writing to,” Fr 

Kurzynski explained. “Was it a su-
pernatural event? Was it an event 
to signal somehow, some way that 
there was something that was hap-
pening in the world that was signal-
ling the birth of a king that was not 
just a human being, but that there 
was something different about this 
king?”

He suggested that Matthew may 
have even meant that Jesus’ birth 
was the “great light” bringing peo-
ple out of the darkness in which 

they walked, as told in the Book of 
Isaiah.

Fr Kurzynski said the conjunction 
can be as inspirational as what the 
Catholic Church calls a sacramen-
tal such as a saint’s relic, a blessed 
medal, or rosary.

“Whether this conjunction is a 
Star of Bethlehem candidate or 
not,” the priest said, “that night (Dec 
21) can be a sacramental that people 
look up to and ask ‘What was it like 
when Christ was born?’ To me this 

is an opportunity for people to get 
out that night and meditate on what 
it may have been like when Christ 
was born. What does the birth of 
Christ mean to me?”

Whatever the Star of Bethlehem, 
Fr Kurzynski and Bro Consolmag-
no said the upcoming astronomi-
cal event can allow people time to 
step outside to observe the beauty 
of creation and to realise that God 
is greater than any planetary dance, 
especially as the world continues 
to battle the coronavirus pandemic, 
confront political divisiveness and 
experience social ills.

The last time Saturn and Jupiter 
appeared this close was July 16, 
1623, but again it was highly un-
likely that it was seen because it 
occurred near the sun at sunset. The 
last easily visible super conjunction 
with such an apparent minimal sep-
aration was March 4, 1226.

The Jesuit astronomer encour-
aged people to take the time to look 
at the night sky any time.

Better yet, he said, “spend some 
time away from people, but also 
away from your house. Spend some 
time with nature and remember 
that God is there.” — By Dennis                          
Sadowski, CNS

BAGHDAD: Cardinal Louis - 
Raphaël I - Sako has never stopped 
hoping that this day would come: the 
announcement of a papal visit to his 
martyred homeland of Iraq.

The Vatican issued the official 
statement, announcing that Pope 
Francis is planning to travel to sev-
eral places in the Middle Eastern 
country next March, as long as there 
are no further complications due to 
the current coronavirus pandemic.

And the 72-year-old cardinal, 
whose official title is Chaldean Pa-
triarch of Babylon, is confident that 
the papal visit will be an important 
turning point for Iraq.

He spoke about his hopes in this 
exclusive interview with La Croix’s 
Claire Lesegretain.

La Croix: When were you in-
formed that Pope Francis was 
planning on going to Iraq?
Cardinal Louis Raphaël I Sako: I 
have been aware of it for six weeks 
already. A team came here to check 
the places where the Pope will visit 
and everything went very well with 
the government.

The publication of this news cre-
ated immense joy among all Iraqis, 
Christians and others.

This visit comes at a time when 
Christians in Iraq, but also in Leba-
non and Syria, are living in anxiety, 
precariousness and anguish because 
of terrorism and the pandemic.

This announcement gives them 
great moral and spiritual support, es-
pecially since this will be the Pope’s 
first visit abroad after more than a 
year without travelling.

Can you tell us more about the 
stages of this papal visit?
This visit will last almost four days, 
from March 5-8.

Francis will arrive in Baghdad and 
then travel to the plain of Ur, the land 

of Abraham.
He is scheduled to preside over 

an interreligious celebration there 
where he’ll speak about the figure 
of Abraham, the father of the three 
monotheistic religions.

He will undoubtedly encourage 
fraternity, living together and respect.

Those are spiritual and moral val-
ues that are so dear to his heart.

Then in Mosul, from where thou-
sands of Christians were expelled by 
Daesh in August 2014, the Pope will 
hopefully condemn this Islamist ide-
ology that kills and denies the right 
to exist.

Francis will then travel to Erbil, 

in Iraqi Kurdistan, where he will 
meet with the authorities and will 
undoubtedly celebrate the Eucharist.

From there, he will go to Karakoch, 
where he will address the Christians 
in the villages of the Nineveh Plain 
who have returned after having been 
driven out of their homes.

His message everywhere will be 
that evil has no future. He will call 
for peace and freedom, and encour-
age Christians to stay and trust.

Simply his presence, I think, will 
be a sign for those who have suffered 
so much and for the many who are 
wondering if they can really return 
home.

Today, about 60 per cent of the 
Christians who fled Mosul and the 
Nineveh Plain in 2014 have returned. 
The remaining 40 per cent have gone 
to the West or have settled perma-
nently in Kurdistan where they have 
found work and bought a house.

We do not have exact statistics, but 
we estimate that there are 500,000 
Christians in Iraq today, the majority 
of whom are Chaldeans.

How will you prepare for the 
papal visit?
We have formed a committee for 
that. We already had a meeting on 

Nov 4 at the patriarchate.
We are all determined to do every-

thing we can to make this visit a suc-
cess for the good of all Iraqis.

The main problem today is our 
difficulty in moving around, due to 
health constraints.

Our churches are now open, but 
they were closed until October be-
cause of the pandemic.

What about security concerns 
during the Pope’s time in Iraq?
We are certain that the government 
will do everything possible to guar-
antee the safety of the Pope.

Here, no one is against him. He is 
a man of peace who loves everyone. 
During this trip, God will protect 
him.

What is the current situation 
for Iraqi Christians?
We are preparing to celebrate Christ-
mas. There will certainly be many 
people in the churches, as usual, and 
we will also make sure to broadcast 
our celebrations on television.

At this time, the prospect of the 
Pope’s visit will be a consolation for 
many. — By Claire Lesegretain, 
LCI (https://international.la-croix.
com/)

Cardinal says papal visit to Iraq will encourage return of Christians

The conjunction occurring near Christmas Day has given rise to talk about 
the Star of Bethlehem that the Gospel of Matthew describes in his telling of 
the birth of Jesus. (UCA News photo)

Pope Francis greets Cardinal Sako  (ANSA)


